
How Ireland’s 
communities are 

looking after & out for 
our wild bees!



My Experience
Plant ecologist who got fed up 
documenting biodiversity decline & 
destruction!

I turned to Ireland’s wealth of 
community groups

Huge changes going on in the way that 
nature & biodiversity are viewed – it now 
informs every aspect of the national 
TidyTowns competition

Wild & wonderful is replacing ‘tidy’ in 
many places

Empowering local communities in the 
face of an often overwhelming 
International Biodiversity Crisis



The All Ireland Pollinator Plan

• First plan launched in 2015

• Revolutionised how people view nature across 
Ireland

• Empowered people to make positive changes 
locally for biodiversity

• Free access to correct & scientific guidance as 
opposed to ‘fake noos’

• www.pollinators.ie/resources



Recent changes in the focus of the TidyTowns competition

• Biodiversity & Sustainability form the core of the 
national TT competition now

• Professional ecologists were sought for inclusion on 
the national adjudicator panel

• This ecologist joined seeing it as a hugely positive 
opportunity to spread awareness – there are over 900 
TT communities in Ireland

• This led to more communities seeking professional 
guidance in drawing up Community Biodiversity 
Action Plans (CBAPs)



Lots of good news as volunteers across Ireland 
work for biodiversity 
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• Community Engagement for 
common good – 22 years ago

• 200Ha Community led 
Conservation Project with diverse 
habitats

• Degraded (but recovering) Raised 
Bog

• Ecosystem Restoration Project
• Art on the Bog
• Peat is regenerating, Carbon is 

being sequestered & Biodiversity 
is flourishing

• ABP & ATT continuous 
collaboration

Credit: Abbeyleix Bog Project ©2022

ABBEYLEIX BOG
Climate Action + Energy



• Celebrate 20 years of Abbeyleix 
Bog

• Utility Boxes + Street Bins

STREET ART
Biodiversity



Using Social Media for good



• Native Woodland established in 
2021

• 2.5 Acre site next to LA Housing 
Estate

• 3,000 trees planted

• Drainage works to allow Play 
area for residents

• Local walk and outdoor seating 
area

NEIGHBOURWOOD PROJECT:
Biodiversity



• Host to annual events
• Vegetables & Herbs grown
• Run by the community for the 

community
• 100% Volunteer led
• Outdoor meeting spot during 

Covid
• Pizza Oven

COMMUNITY GARDEN
Climate Action + Energy
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Communities liaising with Local Authorities & 
State bodies
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Community Biodiversity Action Plans

www.actionforbiodiversity.ie



The Future – funding & communications



The Future – funding & communications



Thank you

Dr Fiona Mac Gowan

Consultant Ecologist & Botanist

e: flmacgowan@gmail.com

insta: macgowan_ecology
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