How Ireland’s
communities are
{| looking after & out for
our wild bees!
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My Experience

Plant ecologist who got fed up
documenting biodiversity decline &
destruction!

I turned to Ireland’s wealth of
community groups

Huge changes going on 1n the way that
nature & biodiversity are viewed - 1t now
informs every aspect of the national
TidyTowns competition

Wild & wonderful is replacing ‘idy’ in
many places

Empowering local communities in the
face of an often overwhelming
International Biodiversity Crisis



The All Ireland Pollinator Plan
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All-Ireland

Pollinator Plan

2015-2020

» First plan launched 1in 2015

» Revolutionised how people view nature across
Ireland
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- Empowered people to make positive changes . Pollinator Plan

locally for biodiversity 2026-2030
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» Free access to correct & scientific guidance as
opposed to ‘fake noos’

» www.pollinators.ie/resources



Recent changes 1n the focus of the TidyTowns competition

- Biodiversity & Sustainability form the core of the S Val
national T'T" competition now upervaiu tL

 Professional ecologists were sought for inclusion on l (dg|o

the national adjudicator panel

Caring for our environment

» This ecologist joined seeing 1t as a hugely positive

opportunity to spread awareness - there are over 900 i "'“
T'T" communities 1n Ireland
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Lots of good news as volunteers across Ireland
work for biodiversity
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Bog Project

Credit: Abbeyleix Bog Project ©2022
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* Celebrate 20 years of Abbeyleix
Bog
e Utility Boxes + Street Bins
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Using Social Media for good @ oo — -

& & BIODIVERSITY AWARENESS & ® & BIODIVERSITY AWARENESS & & & BIODIVERSITY AWARENESS &
& VIDEO No 3: Lawn area with Ox ey & VIDEO 2: This one looks at the plan... & VIDEO No 1: Above focuses on the
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® VIDEO No 5: Lesser Celandines & f VIDEO 4: All about the Cowslip an % VIDEO No 3: The 3rd video from St
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® VIDEO No 2: Follow up video from ® VIDEO No I Following yestesday's
QO
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bbeyleix Climate Action Walk  » Playall

1e Abbeyleix Climate Action Walk is an end of residency project by science communicator in
sidence for the Abbeyleix Climate Action Project, Dr Niamh Shaw, working with members of...

See more of ABBEYLEIX on Facebook
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alk Episode 1 What is ... Walk Episode 2 Our ... Walk Episode 3 The Carbon ... Walk Episode 4 The Water ... Walk Episode 5 Climate ...
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@ NEIGHBOURWOOD PROJECT:

Biodiversity
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BALLADINE
NEIGHEOURWOOD
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Native Woodland established in
2021

2.5 Acre site next to LA Housing
Estate

3,000 trees planted

Drainage works to allow Play
area for residents

(glaca

Local walk and outdoor seating
area

A"
Balladine Estates Landscape Plan
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Interpretation: cae large interpretation pane

Community Space: a woodand opening

is to be a hard standing area surrounded woodland
edge wildflowors and trees. It s to have an &&s
developed with e commurily that can act as an outdoor
classroom. Entrances to be wide to maintain good

views into this space.
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covering woodland heritage to be sited at the picnic e of
area. Simple interpretation posts can be installed at
selected locations on site. Timber material should be grass
uvsed as much as possible,
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) I5 to be craated just off tha exdsting path, This

———= Streamside tral, mown grass path
hrough woodiand edge wikifowes
meadow (10m selback from e stream
eage for new tree plaring

Voodiand trail (~1.2m wide momn grass
path)

Commurty space (woodiand glace)

land: the woodland will ba selacted using
fpecies, Tt will be graded from low trea spacies
dges to high tree species in the cantre. An
community managed hazel coppioa woodland
freated under the power lines and must not
I height (to be approved by the ESB). As
pdlands mature, ground flora diversity can be
ed using native woodland wildflowers.

Convert a sechon of the mown grass
verge 1o widfower meadow

PS: Natuwral trads (mown grass paths) are to be
ned through the woodland and along the
side (fringes of thesa can be managed for
ht edge wikdfiowers, These will link into the

path network on site.
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@ﬂﬂ' Climate Action + Energy

;*Ethéﬂ COMMUNITY GARDEN

* Host to annual events

* Vegetables & Herbs grown

* Run by the community for the
community

* 100% Volunteer led

* QOutdoor meeting spot during
Covid

Pizza Oven
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We worked with well known landscaper -
Brian Burke (of RTE and Bloom fame) - and
the LOETB horticulture class to establish
native hedges and also an orchard of 15
mixed fruit trees in spring 2023 (Provided by
DCs for Bees Project)
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Communities liaising with Local Authorities &




‘ATown in a Garden’
Portlaoise, one of Ireland’s largest & fastest
growing towns, is showcasing how nature can
thrive in an urban landscape by managing
areas within its parks, roadside verges,
residential estates, gardens, and

elsewhere with wildlife in mind.

Clonminam Industrial Estate in May
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Community Biodiversity Action Plans

=Coleraine
“Londonderry
Lette nennys Derry
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DTATullow Tidy Towns
and Climate Action Committee
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Google My Maps

National %o

Biodiversity 0
Data Centre

Docurnenting Ireland’s Wildlife
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Search Biodiversity Action

Plans by County

Carlow

Cavan

Clare

Cork

Donegal
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'The Future - funding & communications

_Mel heal Days), 5 X
; 4 Ju(y 8 Farmland ﬁoﬁm tors, ~$cything and 5cythe
- Mamtenance @ Rathbeagh L




'The FFuture - fundlng & Cunctlons




'Thank you

Dr Fiona Mac Gowan
Consultant Ecologist & Botanist
e: flmacgowan@gmail.com

insta: macgowan_ecology
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