
�     Wing length 7–10 mm

�                Yellow dusted face with no  blackstripe and
 dark tarsi

�        April – October 

�     Wing length 8.25–12.75 mm

�                Tapered abdomen and yellow tarsi or 
 “feet”on front and middle legs

�        February - November 

�     Wing length 9.75–13 mm

�                Broad black facial stripe and curved and
 thickened hind tibia

�        February - November

Eristalis 
arbustorum
European Drone Fly

Eristalis 
pertinax
Tapered Drone Fly 

Eristalis 
tenax 
Common Drone Fly

Hoverfl ies: six species 
common on farmland
www.biodiversityireland.ie/farmland/
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�     Wing length 6-10.25 mm

�                Thick black bands alternating with thinner 
 ‘moustache’ bands.

�        January - December 

�     Wings length 6-9.5 mm

�                Elongated rostrum (snout), striped thorax
 and orange abdomen.

�        March - November 

�     Wings length  4.25–7 mm

�                Enlarged hind femora “thick thighs” and
 dusted ash grey on side of thorax.

�        April - October 

Episyrphus 
balteatus
Marmalade Hoverfl y

Rhingia 
campestris
Common Snout 

Syritta 
pipiens
Thick-Legged Hoverfl y

The species chosen here are based on extensive surveys across farms within the Protecting Farmland Pollinators European 
Innovation Partnership Project. The maps represent the number of records per 10km2 submitted to Biodiversity Maps.
Photos: Steven Falk
Protecting Farmland Pollinators is an EIP (European Innovation Partnership) project being administered by the National 
Biodiversity Data Centre. The Project is funded by the EU Recovery Instrument Funding under the Rural Development 
Programme 2014-2022.Is tionscadal EIP (Comhpháirtíocht Nuálaíochta Eorpach) é an Protecting Farmland Pollinators atá 
á riaradh ag National Biodiversity Data Centre. Tá an Tionscadal maoinithe ag Maoiniú Ionstraim Téarnaimh an AE faoin 
gClár um Fhorbairt Tuaithe 2014-2022.
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