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BUSINESS SUPPORTERS NEWSLETTER: DECEMBER 2022

Dear All

We are delighted to welcome the following companies/organizations as
business supporters of the AIPP. 
 
New Business Supporters include:  
Coral Leisure Cobh Ltd., embecta Ltd. and Business in the Community Ireland.

Impacts & Dependencies
In the language of biodiversity we often talk of 'impacts' and 'dependencies'.
Simply put - we are 'dependent' on pollinators (wild bees) for pollination of
crops, trees, flowers etc. and we know we can have an almost immediate
'impact' on their environment by taking the AIPP evidence-based actions. We
also know that as we start taking action for pollinators (wild bees), we are
impacting on wider biodiversity. So don't overthink what your company might do
for biodiversity. Focus on pollinators first, an entry-level, and then add other
biodiversity year on year.

AIPP Mitigation Actions:
(i) avoid inclusion of honeybee hives - honeybees may create competition for
food for our 100 wild bee species - wonderful as a hobby and please seek
expert advice if considering. To have honeybee hives is NOT a biodiversity
action. If you already have hives - please don't increase numbers.
(ii) avoid sowing/scattering wildflower seed mixes. To do so is NOT a
biodiversity action. It is a horticultural action. Make the distinction.
(iii) If you have a Landscape Contractor/Grounds Maintenance company on
your site - are they following the AIPP evidence-based actions? If not, why not?

https://mailchi.mp/e58e05094a0d/all-ireland-pollinator-plan-december-2022-newsletter-6019142?e=46977e1e4e


Mapping Actions
Many thanks to all of you who have already mapped your evidence-
based actions on our GIS 'Actions for Pollinators' - biodiversity-accountability
mapping portal. To those who have yet to map, please remember it is now
MANDATORY and it is part of the requirement for participation in AIPP.
N.B. No physical site? No problem; there are lots of communication actions in
which you can participate. OR Delivering physical actions for a third party? You
can list those as a communication action. OR if you have permission from the
landowner, map on their behalf.
 
Tracking/Monitoring
Thanks too, to all of you who are already tracking and monitoring on your sites
through the FIT Count App Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) » All-Ireland
Pollinator Plan (pollinators.ie) Maybe something to think about for 2023?

Business and Community Engagement
Thinking about a community-focused project for 2023? Why not follow the
simple evidence-based actions to support our rare Large Carder Bee (Bombus
muscorum) Large Carder Bee » All-Ireland Pollinator Plan (pollinators.ie) - we
know if this wild bee appears in your area that wider biodiversity is being
supported!
 
Socials & Website - to find out more follow us on: Twitter @PollinatorPlan and
Instagram @allirelandpollinatorplan OR visit the website Latest News » All-
Ireland Pollinator Plan (pollinators.ie)

Ireland's new Business for Biodiversity Platform
Check out - Business for Biodiversity Ireland - National business and
biodiversity platform

Sarah Kelly

Agri-business Officer
 
*The All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2021-2025, managed by the National
Biodiversity Data Centre, a Heritage Council programme, actively addresses the
time-critical pollinator-biodiversity challenge. It is a shared plan of action for the
island now in its sixth year, which builds on the targets within The EU 2030
Biodiversity Strategy, Ireland’s National Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-
2021 (Objective 4) and is mentioned in Northern Ireland's Biodiversity Plan to
2020, to halt and reverse pollinator decline by 2030. It responds to the Irish
Government's 2019 Biodiversity Emergency Declaration which happened

https://pollinators.biodiversityireland.ie/
https://pollinators.ie/record-pollinators/fit-count/
https://pollinators.ie/helping-endangered-pollinators/large-carder-bee/
https://pollinators.ie/news/
https://businessforbiodiversity.ie/
https://pollinators.ie/
https://biodiversityireland.ie/


alongside the Climate Declaration. It is also aligned with Bord Bia’s Origin
Green programme with reference to 'pollinator actions', and, supports members’
biodiversity targets. 

1. WILD BEE WATCH: Keep an eye out for Winter Bumblebees
The normal lifecycle of most Irish bumblebees ends when the workers and males die
off and the newly mated queens hibernate through the cold Winter months. However,

in recent years, the Buff-tailed bumblebee (Bombus terrestris) has been seen
foraging during winter months in both Ireland and Britain. It is not known for certain
what exactly is causing this. You can help improve our understanding by letting us

know if you spot winter-active bumblebees. PIC: Eddie Hill
SUBMIT SIGHTINGS to the National Biodiversity Data Centre:

https://records.biodiversityireland.ie/record/bumblebees

2. AIPP - Business Supporters Annual Review 2022
The Business Supporters network continues to grow underpinned in 2022 by

continued funding from Bord Bia Origin Green, and in 2022 Ireland's new
Business for Biodiversity Platform (N.B. Platform partners include Natural Capital
Ireland and Business in the Community). Our thanks to the funders for making the

crucial interaction between the AIPP and its Business Supporters,
including this report, possible.

Ninety-three new companies have joined in the past 12-months. In joining, they
commit to taking evidence-based actions for pollinators and reporting on their

activities. This brought the total number of business supporters to well over 400.
As of 2021, annual reporting (written) for Business Supporters is mandatory

and as of 2022 mapping is also mandatory.

To maintain the integrity of this network, those who did not submit an update of their
activities in support of the Plan in 2022 have been removed from the

supporters list (they can re-engage at any point).
The adjustment is reflected in the overall figure for AIPP Business Supporters, which

https://records.biodiversityireland.ie/record/bumblebees
https://pollinators.ie/businesses/list-of-business-supporters/
https://www.origingreen.ie/
https://businessforbiodiversity.ie/


now stands at 340. 

Review on Actions for Pollinators (GIS) the evidence-based actions delivered and
mapped by businesses in 2022 across the island AND 

REVIEW the written reports HERE.

3. All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2021-2025 – Annual Report (Partners)
making positive progress

Annual reporting is a very important part of the AIPP and is carried out across all our
networks of Partners, Supporters and Business Supporters.

The core annual review is that of the Plan itself, and the 186 actions agreed for 2021-
2025. Responsibility for delivery of these actions is shared out between the

supporting partner organisations. Thanks to all of our partners
for providing their annual updates.

We have made a strong start to the second phase and are seeing very positive

https://pollinators.biodiversityireland.ie/
https://pollinators.ie/2022-business-supporters-annual-review-published/
https://pollinators.ie/partners/
https://pollinators.ie/partners/supporters/
https://pollinators.ie/businesses/list-of-business-supporters/


engagement and real commitment from all our partners. Of the 186 actions in the
Plan, 87% were completed for 2022 or are currently in train. Huge thanks to all the

partner organisations for making this progress possible!
REVIEW THE STATUS OF THE 186 ACTIONS HERE.

4. AIPP - Council Partners Annual Review 2022
As a prominent business you may be interested to learn how your

Council is supporting the AIPP. Almost all Councils across the island are now
partnered with the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan. This report shows the incredible work

carried out by each, to support the Plan in 2022. Every Council is different, as
reflected in the differing focus and the very wide range of actions reported. What is
very clear is that Councils have embraced the Plan and are changing the way our

landscape is managed for the better. For each existing Council Partner, the point of
contact was requested to provide up to five short bullet point updates on their

https://pollinators.ie/all-ireland-pollinator-plan-annual-review-2022-published/


activities in 2022. The photo shows an uncut meadow in
Scariff Riverside Park in Co. Clare.

REVIEW & DOWNLOAD HERE

5. TO DO THIS MONTH: Plant a bare root apple tree
From November to March is a good time to plant bare root apple trees. Their spring
blossoms provide food for pollinators, who in return ensure that you get a healthy

crop of fruit in autumn. You can add a single tree (as in the photo below) or create a
mini orchard (5 trees). Where possible, source Irish heritage apple trees.

REVIEW HERE 

6. NEW AIPP FLYER – orchards
We are delighted to release a new free resource: a flyer celebrating the importance

of orchards to pollinators. It suggests how to best manage an orchard on your
business site in each season, and which pollinators

you might be lucky enough to spot on the blossoms in spring!
REVIEW & DOWNLOAD HERE 

https://pollinators.ie/council-partners-2022-annual-review/
https://irishseedsavers.ie/
https://pollinators.ie/orchards-for-pollinators-a-new-free-flyer/


7. NEW BLOG – how far do pollinators travel?
Read the latest blog from Ruth Wilson, the farmland pollinator officer, on how far

pollinators fly. The photo below shows the Marmalade Hoverfly, which is migratory.
READ MORE HERE

8. IRISH SCIENTISTS CONTRIBUTING TO POLLINATOR RESEARCH IN 2022
In Ireland, we have a very active Irish Pollinator Research Network, with researchers
across the Universities helping to expand knowledge on pollinators and pollination

ecology. Their work contributes to the global knowledge base, but importantly it
underpins the AIPP, and ensures that we provide the right evidence-based advice.

Review the scientific papers published by Irish researchers in 2022 HERE.

https://pollinators.ie/how-far-do-pollinators-travel/
https://pollinators.ie/research/publications/


9. THANKS TO THE AIPP FUNDERS & STEERING GROUP
We thank the funders, without whom, it would be impossible to have the three

officers posts; Bord Bia's Origin Green food sustainability programme and Ireland's
new Business for Biodiversity platform (Sarah Kelly - agri business officer);

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Ruth Wilson - farmland officer);
and The National Parks and Wildlife Service (Kate Chandler -

communities and engagement officer).

Huge thanks also to the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan Steering Group for engaging
with the Plan so constructively and for continually providing

such a positive steer to the initiative.

Implementation of the Plan is coordinated by the National Biodiversity Data Centre.

https://pollinators.ie/about/aipp-steering-group/
https://biodiversityireland.ie/


10. THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
The All-Ireland Pollinator Plan is a shared plan of action to create an island where
pollinators can survive and thrive. The easy part is identifying what we need to do,
the hard part is making it happen on the ground. The success of the Plan is entirely
due to your support, goodwill and enthusiasm. We extend our enormous thanks to

everyone who has taken actions and engaged with the Plan this year.
We look forward to lots more progress and new initiatives in 2023.

 
Wishing you a happy and healthy Christmas & New Year.

Dr Úna FitzPatrick - AIPP Project Manager
Sarah Kelly - Agri-business Officer
National Biodiversity Data Centre
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