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BUSINESS SUPPORTERS NEWSLETTER: JULY 2022 
 

Dear All 
 
We are delighted to welcome the following companies/organizations as
business supporters of the AIPP.  

New Business Supporters include: Port of Waterford, Frogswell Garden,
Vermilion Exploration & Production Ireland Ltd., EnelX, Ahern Roberts
O'Rourke Williams (Solicitors), Waterford Whiskey, Ballygowan: Britvic,
Grifols Worldwide Operations, Sonova Consumer Hearing Ireland Limited,
Tayto Park, The National Concert Hall/ An Ceolaras Naisiunta.

Mapping Actions 
Many thanks to all of you who have already mapped your actions on 'Actions
for Pollinators' - accountability-mapping portal. To those who have yet to map,
please remember it is now MANDATORY and it is part of the requirement for
participation in AIPP. 
 
Tracking/Monitoring 
Thanks too, to all of you who are already tracking and monitoring on your sites
through the FIT Count App Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) » All-Ireland
Pollinator Plan (pollinators.ie) - it's just brilliant to have this data coming through
and I'm sure your employees/Green Teams are learning lots! 
 
Socials & Website - to find out more follow us on: Twitter @PollinatorPlan and
Instagram @allirelandpollinatorplan OR visit the website Latest News » All-
Ireland Pollinator Plan (pollinators.ie) 
 
Sarah Kelly 

https://mailchi.mp/028b96bf4027/all-ireland-pollinator-plan-july-2022-newsletter-5881963?e=[UNIQID]
https://pollinators.biodiversityireland.ie/
https://pollinators.ie/record-pollinators/fit-count/
https://pollinators.ie/news/


Agri-business Officer 
 
*The All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2021-2025, managed by the National
Biodiversity Data Centre, a Heritage Council programme, actively addresses the
time-critical pollinator-biodiversity challenge. It is a shared plan of action for the
island now in its sixth year, which builds on the targets within The EU 2030
Biodiversity Strategy, Ireland’s National Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-
2021 (Objective 4) and is mentioned in Northern Ireland's Biodiversity Plan to
2020, to halt and reverse pollinator decline by 2030. It responds to the Irish
Government's 2019 Biodiversity Emergency Declaration. It is also aligned with
Bord Bia’s Origin Green programme with reference to 'pollinator actions', and
supports members’ biodiversity targets. 

1. BEE WATCH: Keep an eye out this month for the Wool Carder Bee 
This solitary bee is very distinctive and can be spotted on business sites or gardens,

especially in the South-East. If you think you’ve spotted it, you can submit your
records to us here: https://records.biodiversityireland.ie/record/solitary-bees  

Please attach a photograph for validation. 
 

SUBMIT OTHER WILD BEE SIGHTINGS HERE:  
https://records.biodiversityireland.ie/start-recording to the  

National Biodiversity Data Centre.

2. TO DO THIS MONTH: Ensure any annual bedding includes some 
pollinator-friendly options 

At this time of year, the shops are full of traditional annual bedding plants (Begonia,
Petunia, Geranium). Just bear in mind, that while these plants are very colourful, they
are not good sources of pollen and nectar for wild bees and other insects. The good
news is that there are a few options that you can mix in that are excellent sources of
food for pollinators such as Bidens and Bacopa. Both these are widely available and

will look good in hanging baskets, planters or car park flower beds.

https://pollinators.ie/
https://records.biodiversityireland.ie/record/solitary-bees
http://https//records.biodiversityireland.ie/start-recording


3. ENJOY our native meadows! 
Natural meadows are now at their peak. Make sure to enjoy this incredible natural

resource! Don’t Sow, Let it Grow. READ MORE HERE and HERE about the
importance of meadows (or mini-meadows, if your business site permits).

4. AGRI-BUSINESS (farmer-suppliers) Origin Green 'Pathways to Biodiversity' -
a Company Viewpoint Webinar 

Wednesday 14 September 2022, 1000-1100 
Origin Green, Bord Bia's food sustainability programme, in conjunction with the All-

Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) will be hosting the next 'Pathways to Biodiversity'
webinars. The webinar will focus on how companies are interacting with the All-

Ireland Pollinator Plan and Bord Bia's Origin Green programme to deliver on actions
for pollinators as an entry level into biodiversity on any site. The webinar will include

https://pollinators.ie/which-is-better-a-sown-ornamental-wildflower-meadow-or-a-biodiversity-meadow-created-by-reduced-mowing/
https://pollinators.ie/the-importance-of-species-rich-meadows-and-grasslands-even-mini-ones/


three 10-minute 'short talks' from Rachel Nugent - Communications Officer at
Aldi, Naomi Cassidy - Brand Manager at Dole Ireland (formerly Total Produce), and
Marek Pisarczyk - Marketing Manager at McCormack Family Farms. Also Dr. Saorla
Kavanagh, Project Manager with the National Biodiversity Data Centre, will give a

brief overview on the 'Protecting Farmland Pollinators' EIP Project.  
REGISTER HERE

5. ZERO TO BEE HEROES IN A MATTER OF WEEKS: Manifests Ireland and
their ecology garden on an urban/industrial site 

The Team at customs brokerage Manifests Ireland, based in Dublin Port, has taken
the simplest of ideas and transformed a very urban/industrial car park area into a true
pollinator zone. Kate Dunne of Manifests confirmed: ‘Our Ecology Garden, based on

the guidelines of the (AIPP) Plan has been a huge hit with all of our staff. We now
have a team of volunteer lunchtime gardeners and also have “outdoor office”

furniture made by our local Men’s Shed out of upcycled wood. Not only that, but we
have also seen our little carpark on East Wall go from zero insect visitors to

hundreds in a matter of weeks!’ As part of the training and education will be focused
on staff taking care of the garden. To date they have seen at lest 5 distinct bee

species so far! 
What could your urban/industrial car park deliver for wild bees?

https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/projects/protecting-farmland-pollinators/
https://www.origingreen.ie/news-and-events/events/origin-green-pathways-to-biodiversity---a-company-viewpoint-webinar/


6. SHOW US YOUR SNAPS: which actions are you working on for wild bees? 
Have you changed your mowing/cutting regime to create a natural short/long-

flowering mini-meadow/verge? Or left parts of your hedge to flower throughout the
'flying season'. Or have your 2022 actions included planting bulbs, shrubs or trees?
Maybe you've designated an old stone wall or a south-facing earth bank as nesting

habitat or you've done a car park makeover with some swathes of heather? Or
maybe you've put a AIPP Bumblebee Poster as part of your support of Tidy Towns in

your office window. Send us your snaps accompanied by 50 words on actions
delivered in line with the AIPP. The best of these we'll try to feature next month's

newsletter. Email to Sarah Kelly skelly@biodiversityireland.ie

7. GREEN TEAM SPIRIT: Can your Green Team highlight these specific
guidelines to your employees?

 
GAA/Sports Clubs
Mullingar Shamrocks GAA Club have made incredible changes for the betterment of
our flora, fauna, pollinators at large and biodiversity in general. Read about the range
of simple actions they have taken within the club grounds. READ MORE HERE 
We hope that other clubs will be inspired to follow their lead. Can your employees
share with their local club? REVIEW Sports Club Guidelines 
 
Faith Communities -  becoming pollinator friendly 
Whitechurch Parish in Rathfarnham has been transforming the church grounds and
graveyard into a bee-friendly area. We hope that others will be inspired by the great
work they have done. READ MORE HERE  
Can your employees share these guidelines  with their local chapel/church/faith
community site? REVIEW Faith Community Guidelines 
 
Schools - 'Pitches for Pollinators' Campaign 
During term time, pitches and grassy areas are mown regularly, giving kids important
areas to play. However, during the summer holidays we invite schools to consider
leaving them for our pollinators. The summer pitch might look like long grass to

https://pollinators.ie/mullingar-shamrocks-gaa-green-by-emblem-green-by-nature/
https://pollinators.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Pollinator-Sports-Clubs-guide-WEB.pdf
http://%20https//pollinators.ie/whitechurch-parish-on-becoming-bee-aware/
http://%20https//pollinators.ie/whitechurch-parish-on-becoming-bee-aware/
https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Faith-Communities_actions-to-help-pollinators-2018-WEB.pdf


humans, but chances are that amongst the grass there will be lots of little 'lifesaver'
flowers for our insects. Having pitches for pollinators in schools across
Ireland creates perfect pockets of excellent summer habitat for wild bees and wider
biodiversity. Can your employees share with their children's school? READ MORE
HERE  DON'T FORGET about our Junior Pollinator Plan. 
 

8. POLLINATOR ACCOUNTABIILITY: with 'Actions for Pollinators' 
AIPP's data-mapping portal 

Don't forget, mapping your actions on 'Actions for Pollinators' is now mandatory as a
Business Supporter. We will publish your actions on www.pollinators.ie as part of

your company's AIPP Annual Review in Q4 of 2022. This data-mapping provides vital
information to help us to shape evidence-based actions.  

START/CONTINUE MAPPING HERE

9. TRACKING & MONITORING 
 

HOW DO WE KNOW IF OUR COMPANY'S POLLINATOR-FRIENDLY 
ACTIONS ARE REALLY WORKING? 

https://pollinators.ie/pitches-for-pollinators-how-schools-can-help-bees-over-the-summer/
https://pollinators.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Junior-Pollinator-Plan-2018-WEB.pdf
https://pollinators.biodiversityireland.ie/


Already mapped your actions? Why not encourage employees to track and submit
what's happening actually on your site(s) using the easy, free
FIT (Flower Insect Timed) Count App READ MORE/DOWNLOAD HERE 
 
REDUCE MOWING & IMPACT ON BUMBLEBEES  
Thanks to reduced mown areas in Skerries, the Bumblebee Monitoring Scheme has
set a new record. On the July 1-2km fixed monthly walking route in Skerries, over
600 individual bumblebees were recorded! This is the highest ever total for one
month in the scheme. The volunteers (Charlie and Marion Heasman) put it perfectly:
‘The reason they were there was because the estate hasn't been mowed for a week
or two; as good an argument for reduced mowing as ever could be made!’ REVIEW
THIS SCHEME HERE 
 
THE TREE BUMBLEBEE - HELP US TRACK IT! 
This bee arrived in Ireland in 2017; initially spotted in Dublin City and soon after in
Belfast. This bee species has been migrating northwards in Britain and likely arrived
here via two migration routes (i) Wales into Southern Ireland and (ii) Scotland into
Northern Ireland. In the North it has been expanding, but it in the South sightings
have remained rare and restricted to Dublin City. It was recently spotted at
Castletown House (OPW property, Kildare) where they have fantastic native
grassland meadows. This very distinctive bumblebee has an all-ginger thorax and a
white tail. Have you spotted it? If so 'snap & submit' the record with a photo to help
us track its movement across the island. READ MORE HERE 
PHOTO: Maja Ilic: l Location Belfast.
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https://biodiversityireland.ie/national-biodiversity-data-centre-launches-new-app-to-collect-pollinator-data/
https://biodiversityireland.ie/surveys/bumblebee-monitoring-scheme/
https://pollinators.ie/record-pollinators/track-expansion-in-two-bumblebees/
https://biodiversityireland.us2.list-manage.com/profile?u=2449588d6e9ee7585110bd46a&id=defa4f6fac&e=[UNIQID]&c=5b19e0e16e
https://biodiversityireland.us2.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=2449588d6e9ee7585110bd46a&id=defa4f6fac&e=[UNIQID]&c=5b19e0e16e

