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The All-Ireland Pollinator Plan has been a great success







The creation of beautiful 
wildflower meadows was 
enthusiastically latched onto as 
a biodiversity action

• Seed packets, seed 
boxes, Bee bombs 
were suddenly 
available 
everywhere



Bees & Pollinators have provided a 
great focus but perhaps to the 

detriment of other wildlife?

• People often talk about ‘saving 
the bees’

• The concept of pollinators as 
keystone species: Ecologists feel 
bees have been a great keystone 
upon which to base ecologically-
sound biodiversity enhancing 
actions by the general public

• However, the alarm is being raised 
by some now as purportedly ‘bee-
friendly’ actions are resulting in the 
loss of habitats already of 
biodiversity value.



These issues were highlighted in a position paper 
published by the Dublin Naturalists Field Club last year

The full position paper is available to download in pdf form at this web address:

https://dnfc.net/2021/07/14/wildflower-mixes/



What is the problem with wildflower meadows?

It’s complicated!

• Non-native seed being portrayed as native: Many of the seeds the commercial 
wildflower seed packets are not actually native Irish wildflower species. This runs 
the risk of introducing species that could become invasive

• Even if the species are native to the Irish Flora e.g. Ox eye daisies, if they are of 
foreign genotype then they could hybridise with our own native plants thereby 
potentially changing the Irish genotype resulting in our wild plants being 
weakened e.g. emerging too early and being killed off by the late Irish frosts.

• Areas that are already wild and of biodiversity importance locally are being 
cleared in order to create ‘wildflower meadows’



The way forward for community groups:
• Wildflower seed meadows are very pretty but 

they can only be viewed as a gardening 
measure – not a biodiversity measure

• Their presence outside of an ornamental 
flowerbed should not be encouraged. If in 
wild areas then they are actually displacing 
valuable native habitat

• They are problematic for community groups 
as many species are annuals and therefore 
need re-seeding every year. Pollinator-
friendly bulbs, shrub & herbaceous perennials 
are the way forward for sustainable 
communities in the formal & ornamental 
beds of their urban areas. See the Pollinator 
friendly Planting Code for lots of suggestions https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-

content/uploads/2018/04/Planting-Code-2018-
WEB.pdf



We all need to help increase awareness of what a true 
biodiverse meadow and lawn looks like in Ireland!

Quite grassy actually! And not all that colourful
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There are actually many options open to community 
groups if they want to have their own biodiversity-rich 

wildflower meadows & it all begins with:
Don’t mow let it grow!

For more formal areas, the short wildflower meadow is perfect. Grass is mowed every 4-6 
weeks thus allowing dandelions, daisies, selfheal, clovers etc. to flower
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Don’t mow, let it grow!
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You never know what will appear!



Short wildflower meadow & ornamental variations featuring bulbs 

(it’s not recommended to plant bulbs in wild grassland habitats 

but they great for prolonging interest in previously seeded lawn 

areas)

1. First mowing in late April

2. Mow every 4-6 weeks 

thereafter

3. Lift & remove the cuttings 



Grass verges as we’ve been recommending for several years: leaving 
long at the base of walls/hedges but having a neat mown edge by the 
road/path. Also mown paths through taller grass areas are inviting to the 
walker.



Tall wildflower meadows where the area is managed much like 
the old hay meadows & only mown once or twice in the year & 
its cuttings lifted

Patience is needed as this 

can take a few years to 

develop but in the long run 

it is the most rewarding in 

terms of maximum 

biodiversity



In the Irish wild meadow habitat, grasses & other plants 
are important too – it’s not always about the wildflowers!



A great first place to start: www.pollinators.ie/videos/

Coming soon to www.pollinators.ie a 

new series of blogs full of expertise & 

advice on how to manage & protect 

wildflower meadows in your 

community

http://www.pollinators.ie/

