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BUSINESS SUPPORTERS NEWSLETTER: APRIL 2022
 
Dear All 
 
We are delighted to welcome the following companies/organizations as
business supporters of the AIPP.   
  
New business supporters include: OBW Technologies Ltd., MSD Dunboyne
Biologics, Inagh Farm House Cheese, Stryker, The Killarney Park, The Ross,
Kellogg, adventure.ie (Go Wild Ltd.), Gabriel O’Brien Crane Hire Ltd., Manifests
Ireland, Colliers, Cliffs of Moher Visitor Experience, and Bausch + Lomb
Ireland. 
 
Thanks to all of you for your support and we look forward to hearing what
actions you have been taking for pollinators-biodiversity and seeing those
actions mapped on 'Actions for Pollinators' - data mapping portal (now
mandatory). 
  
Sarah Kelly 
Agri-business Officer 
 
*The All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2021-2025, managed by the National
Biodiversity Data Centre, a Heritage Council programme, actively addresses the
time-critical pollinator-biodiversity challenge. It is a shared plan of action for the
island now in its sixth year, which builds on the targets within The EU 2030
Biodiversity Strategy, Ireland’s National Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-
2021 (Objective 4) and is mentioned in Northern Ireland's Biodiversity Plan to
2020, to halt and reverse pollinator decline by 2030. It responds to the Irish
Government's 2019 Biodiversity Emergency declaration. It is also aligned with

https://mailchi.mp/31d4be775f29/all-ireland-pollinator-plan-april-2022-newsletter-5812847?e=46977e1e4e
https://pollinators.biodiversityireland.ie/
https://pollinators.ie/


Bord Bía’s Origin Green programme with reference to 'pollinator actions', and
supports members’ biodiversity targets. 

1. BEE WATCH: Keep your eye out for the Tawny mining bee 
This is one of our most distinctive solitary bees – look out for deep red hairs on the

thorax and orange hairs on the abdomen. It usually comes out of hibernation in April
and will be around until June. It nests by making little volcano-like burrows into bare

soil and is most often found in gardens. 
The Tawny Mining bee was thought to be extinct for 87 years in Ireland, before being
rediscovered in 2012. Since then, it has been recorded from the North Wicklow coast
and from some locations in Co. Kilkenny. In 2019, it was recorded for the first time in

counties Dublin and Kildare. In 2020, it was spotted for the first time in Counties
Down, Tipperary and Waterford. In 2021, it turned up in County Carlow. Can you help

find more new populations this spring? 
 

PLEASE SUBMIT SIGHTINGS to the National Biodiversity Data Centre here:  
https://pollinators.ie/record-pollinators/help-find-the-tawny-mining-bee/ 

Not sure if you've correctly identified? 
Then attach a photo to the record being submitted.

2. Dawn Pork & Bacon using the Pollinator Plan as a 
'Biodiversity Accountability Framework'  

Origin Green member, Dawn Pork and Bacon is supporting a key ‘eco-system
service’ – pollination - by taking excellent actions for pollinators. The company has

designated a 0.8 acre area as a meadow which previously had been mown and
baled. Adjacent to this area native trees have been planted, and heathers and

lavender have been planted in flowerbeds surrounding the factory to encourage wild
bees and insects. Sean Brennan, Dawn Pork and Bacon’s Environmental Technician
explains: ‘We have been taking physical actions and are then informing employees
on site about pollinators-biodiversity through printed and positioned A3 biodiversity

perspex signs adjacent to the meadow and the high-footfall carpark. Sean also
confirms: ‘As we continue on our journey, biodiversity is included in our Origin Green

Plan 2:2021-2025 targets and we have registered on the data-mapping portal

https://pollinators.ie/record-pollinators/help-find-the-tawny-mining-bee/


‘Actions for Pollinators’ – and will be updating our actions as we move through 2022.
This provides us with an 'accountability framework' for our evidence-based actions.’ 

3. APRIL ACTION: Reduce mowing
As you know, here at the Pollinator Plan, we advocate the Don’t Sow, Let it Grow
approach - a cost neutral biodiversity action. This is a great time of year to reduce
your grass cutting to allow little native flowers to pop up and provide free food for

pollinators and other biodiversity. 
For those with short-flowering meadows/swathes and verges on 

business sites - allow Dandelions to flower in April. 
Then cut in preparation for No Mow May to allow Clovers to flower next month. 

 
Think about verges/grass patches/swathes adjacent to your company's site which

you might convert to a short-flowering area/meadow with signage and, where
appropriate, a .91m (3ft) mown strip to show its 'designation for pollinators'. 

 
Photos. Left - many kilometres of Dandelions Ring Road (Credit: Waterford City &

County Council). Right - garden with patches of Clover. 
 

#NoMowMay   #LetDandelionsBee

https://www.pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Pollinator-Zone-sign-template-2018-PRINT.pdf


4. ACTION STATIONS AT ANALOG DEVICES 
AIPP Business Supporter Analog Devices (ADI) delivered comprehensive

communication actions in 2021. ADI's Green Team Ireland website houses a
'Gardener's Corner' which provides staff with links to the likes of www.pollinators.ie to

provide advice on making their own gardens more pollinator-friendly. The Green
Team also arranged biodiversity webinars for staff and 'Analog Devices Hackathon' 

team invited the Pollinator Plan in March 2022 to participate 
as one of its biodiversity speakers. 

Helen Duffy, Service Manager confirmed: ‘Aside from our ongoing communication
actions, we conducted key physical actions last year by (i) reducing mowing across

the site and creating 5 separate wildflower meadow areas, which incorporated
pollinator signage. (ii) increasing pollinator friendly planting with heathers, catmint (in
addition to existing catmint), and Michaelmas daisies and (iii) following the pollinator-
friendly pesticide code – removing dominant weeds by hand where possible. Actions
now taken by the landscaping subcontractor to support the AIPP at the ADI Limerick

site now form part of the ADI services performance reviews by the Facilities
Department. We will continue deliver, and report on pollinator-biodiversity 

actions throughout 2022.’ 

5. DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - 'Pathways to Biodiversity' WEBINAR 
25 May 2022, 1000-1100 

Origin Green, Bord Bia's food sustainability programme, in conjunction with the All-
Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) will be hosting the fourth 'Pathways to Biodiversity'
webinar. This time, the webinar will focus on how companies are interacting with

AIPP and Bord Bia's Origin Green programme to deliver on actions for pollinators as
an entry level into biodiversity on any site. The webinar will include three 10-minute
'short talks' from companies. The link to register will be in next month's newsletter. 

 
Should you wish to be alerted when registration is open please email 

Sarah Kelly skelly@biodiversityireland.ie



6. APRIL'S TO DO: 'Pledge Your Garden' (pots/planters) for pollinators! 
As part of your company's ESG/CSR/Green Team initiative invite colleagues/staff to
'Pledge Your Garden'. Pledging your garden for pollinators means you are choosing

to make your garden a healthy 'pitstop' for our wild bees. By taking some simple
actions, you will help to provide much-needed food and shelter for our pollinating

insects, while creating a beautiful, colourful garden. Simple actions might include (i)
reduce mowing of grass/cutting of hedgerows. (ii) increase pollinator friendly

planting. (iii) designate nesting areas (hedgerows, old stone walls, earth banks, and
(iv) eliminate pesticides. REMEMBER: avoid purchased non-native wildflower seed.
Thanks to the Local Authority Heritage and Biodiversity Officer Network, who

funded this 4-page guide on making your garden pollinator-friendly. 
 

DIARY DATE: 2-6 June - the team from the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan/ National
Biodiversity Data Centre will be at Bord Bia's Bloom (gardening/food festival) 

Come and see us!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6NLCWS6
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6NLCWS6
https://pollinators.ie/gardens/
https://pollinators.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Pledge-your-Garden-for-Pollinators_WEB.pdf
https://www.bordbiabloom.com/


7. BE OUR 'EYES & EARS' | Participate in a 10-minute 
Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) 

Watch a 50x50cm patch of flowers for 10 minutes and record how many insects visit.
N.B. Wait until it’s sunny and at least 13C though! 

FIT Counts can be carried out anywhere - business, farm, park or garden. 
You can submit as many FIT Counts as you like between 

April and the end of September and you don't have to identify the insects to species,
just to broad groups (e.g. bumblebee, wasp, fly etc.) 

These FIT counts provide the National Biodiversity Data Centre with data to enable
us to provide evidence-based actions. 

We have lots of resources online to help you, including a short video. 
READ MORE HERE

https://biodiversityireland.ie/surveys/fit-counts/


8. WHAT'S THE BUZZ! Another new solitary bee species has arrived in Ireland 
In amazing news, less than six-months after the arrival of the Ivy Bee, another new

solitary bee species has been spotted in Ireland. The Hairy-footed Flower Bee
(Anthophora plumipes) has migrated from Britain to set up home in Ireland for the

first time. The first sighting was made by Mary Molloy in her garden in Harold’s
Cross, Dublin on the 27th March 2022. The Hairy-footed Flower Bee is a gorgeous
insect and very distinctive. Keep an eye out and submit your records so that we can

track its migration across Ireland in coming years. READ MORE HERE  
If you think you spot it this spring, please email ufitzpatrick@biodiversityireland.ie a

photograph for validation. 
 

We are thrilled that this new species was spotted by Mary, as she is part of a group in
Harold’s Cross who have been proactively making their local area more biodiversity

friendly over the last number of years.

9. TOP ACTIONS FOR POLLINATORS! 
I know I mentioned this last time, but it is an important one! It can be difficult to know
how best to help. We’ve collated the top actions you should be taking if you want to
support our declining wild pollinators and wider biodiversity. READ MORE HERE

https://biodiversityireland.ie/hairy-footed-flower-bee-spotted-in-ireland-for-the-first-time/
https://pollinators.ie/top-ten-ways-to-help-pollinators/


10. NEWS FLASH 
 

New Pollinator Monitoring Scheme Launches this month 
Thanks to funding from the National Parks and Wildlife Service & the Department of
Agriculture, Food and the Marine, the National Biodiversity Data Centre is launching

a national pollinator monitoring scheme to enhance our existing citizen science
schemes. The surveyors have been trained and given their equipment and 

are ready to start monitoring this month! 
This pilot scheme aims to detect the status, trends, and distribution of wild

pollinators, and their interactions with plants across a fixed network encompassing
farmland, semi-natural areas and urban parks. The information collected can be used
to inform pollinator monitoring and conservation strategies at the local, national and

EU level. Importantly, it will allow us to assess the impact of the AIPP in future years.
READ MORE HERE 

 
RESEARCH | concerns around urban beekeeping 

Urban beekeeping is booming, raising concerns that its fast growth might exceed
existing floral resources and negatively impact urban biodiversity. Honey bees are

important but they are a domesticated pollinator. Getting a new hive of honey bees is
not an action that benefits biodiversity or our declining wild pollinators. Only do this if
you want to start a new hobby. If you do, please engage with your local beekeeping

association to ensure you keep healthy honeybees and do not spread disease to
other hives or to wild bee populations. READ MORE in this recent research paper:

Challenging the sustainability of urban beekeeping using evidence from Swiss cities.

https://biodiversityireland.ie/irish-pollinator-monitoring-scheme-ipoms/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s42949-021-00046-6
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