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NEWSLETTER FOR BUSINESS SUPPORTERS: JANUARY 2022 
 

Dear All 
 
We are delighted to welcome the following companies/organizations as
business supporters of the AIPP.   
  
New business supporters include: Foyle Food Group, Crowne Plaza Hotel
Blanchardstown, Ballycadden Windfarm Ltd. (ENERGYPRO), Crowne Plaza
Holiday Inn Express – Santry and Marlet. 
 
Thanks to all of you for your support and we look forward to hearing what
actions you have been taking for pollinators-biodiversity.  
 
Sarah Kelly 
Agri-business Officer

 
*The All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2021-2025, managed by the National
Biodiversity Data Centre, a Heritage Council programme, actively addresses the
time-critical pollinator-biodiversity challenge. It is a shared plan of action for the
island now in its seventh year, which builds on the targets within The EU 2030
Biodiversity Strategy, Ireland’s National Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-
2021 (Objective 4) and Northern Ireland's Biodiversity Plan to 2020, to halt and
reverse pollinator decline by 2030. It is also, aligned with Bord Bía’s Origin
Green programme with reference to 'pollinator actions', and supports members’
biodiversity targets. 

1. BEE WATCH: Winter Bumblebees 
January is still a quiet month for sightings. The normal lifecycle of most Irish

https://mailchi.mp/beb3d6720dd6/all-ireland-pollinator-plan-january-2022-newsletter-5743200?e=[UNIQID]
https://pollinators.ie/


bumblebees ends when the workers and males die off and the newly mated queens
hibernate through the cold winter months. However, in recent years, the Buff-tailed

bumblebee (Bombus terrestris) has been seen foraging during winter months in both
Ireland and in southern Britain. It is not known for certain what exactly is causing this.
You can help improve our understanding by letting us know if you spot winter-active

bumblebee workers. Photograph: Ciaran Taylor 
 

PLEASE SUBMIT SIGHTINGS to the National Biodiversity Data Centre here:  
https://records.biodiversityireland.ie/record/bumblebees

2. TO DO: CAN YOUR BUSINESS SITE'S PLANTING PROVIDE A 
WILD BEE SMORGASBORD THROUGHOUT 2022? 

Checking if you have some of these plants each month is a great start to helping
hungry wild bees! By reducing mowing to create a natural biodiversity meadow and

carrying out some horticultural planting, it is very easy to provide wild bees 
with all of their favourite foods! 

Dandelion, Clovers, Knapweed, Bush Vetch, and Bird’s-foot-trefoil will appear
naturally in many grassy areas by simply reduce mowing. #Don'tMowLetItGrow 

 
N.B. Evidence Based Guidance | These wild bee food options listed below are

based on 1873 records submitted to the National Biodiversity Data Centre in 2021
through our monitoring schemes which included information on the type of flower

upon which the bee was feeding. 
 

Want to help us monitor what wild bees are doing? 
TRY ONE OF THESE Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) » All-Ireland Pollinator
Plan (pollinators.ie) OR Bumblebee Monitoring Scheme » All-Ireland Pollinator Plan

(pollinators.ie)

https://records.biodiversityireland.ie/record/bumblebees
https://pollinators.ie/record-pollinators/fit-count/
https://pollinators.ie/record-pollinators/bumblebee-monitoring-scheme-2/


3. BEGLEYS HAVE POLLINATORS-BIODIVERSITY IN THEIR CROSS-HAIRS 
Begleys Fresh Produce Group - clear pollinator-biodiversity targets for 2022  

 
Origin Green members, Begleys Fresh Produce Group increased their ‘physical

actions’ across all sites in 2021 and will continue to do so for 2022. James O’Regan,
Trading Manager says: ‘In 2021 we increased red clover, left more land in fallow,

reduced mowing across all sites to allow areas to turn into wildflower and, introduced
more bee cross pollination in our crops. For 2022 we will continue to: roll out leaving
a percentage of land (based on acres), across our 850 plus acres, where we directly

farm our products on fallow, increase our organic acres whilst aiming to further



reduce sprays on some crops where possible which has been successfully achieved
in recent years. Lastly we are excited about our new 3 acre glass house which we

will start farming in Spring 2022 and with some new innovative methods we expect to
produce indoor crops with 20% less emissions.  

He confirmed in relation to the structure and setting of SMART targets: ‘The AIPP is
now part of our sustainability/biodiversity strategy across all our growing arms and

production sites of our business and has been included in our Origin Green
targets/actions. There are a lot of areas and processes which we were undertaking

across our sites but not in a uniform targeted manner. Joining AIPP has benefitted us
as we can now set overall targets and monitor and track overall outcomes better for
the Group which ultimately has a better outcome for the environment which is our

key/primary goal.’ 

4. 54 ORIGIN GREEN COMPANIES ANCHORING ACTIONS 
FOR POLLINATORS-BIODIVERSITY 

Now in it's seventh year, the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan is proving an increasingly
popular biodiversity 'anchor' structure with 54 (verified) Origin Green food companies
including manufacturers, retailers and food service companies delivering actions for

pollinators. 
These companies delivered evidence-based, SMART actions and reported on their

activities through the 'Business Supporters: Annual Review 2021'.  
We thank ALL Business Supporters - these are your stories, this is your report - and

encourage you to read about the fantastic actions for pollinators-biodiversity
delivered in 2021. 

READ MORE HERE  
 

TELL YOUR PEERS/EHSQ COLLEAGUES ABOUT AIPP  
The AIPP Business Supporters network continues to grow with an additional 142

companies joining the Plan in 2021. There are 
now 327 AIPP Business Supporters across all sectors.  

The AIPP, an entry-level to biodiversity, is aligned with ISO 14001:2015 and the 
UN's 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and can be integrated 

with any existing EMS, ESG or CSR.

https://pollinators.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/AIPP-Business-Supporters-Annual-Review-2021.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/businesses/


5. OUT OF THE BLOCKS: AIPP 'PARTNERS' ANNUAL REVIEW 2021 
The AIPP 'Partners' annual review for 2021 has been published. Huge thanks to all
of our Partners for providing their annual updates. The second phase of the AIPP

2021-2025 was launched at the end of March 2021. We have made a strong start to
the new Plan 2021-2025 and already we are seeing very positive engagement and

real commitment from all our Partners. 
Of the 186 actions in the Plan, 81% were completed for 2021 or are currently in train. 

READ THE PARTNERS ANNUAL REVIEW HERE 

https://pollinators.ie/all-ireland-pollinator-plan-annual-review-2021-published/


6. WILD ABOUT BEES: Derry City & Strabane District Council publish 
OWN Pollinator Plan 2021-2025 

86% of the island's Councils now support wild bees through the All-Ireland Pollinator
Plan. A brilliant next step has emerged from Derry City & Strabane District Council

with the development of their own Pollinator Plan for 2021-2025. READ MORE
HERE about their excellent work to create habitats for pollinators. 

 
REMEMBER: taking actions for pollinators is considered an entry-level into

biodiversity on any site. 

https://pollinators.ie/derry-city-strabane-district-council-publish-their-own-pollinator-plan-2021-2025/


 
*ASK THE QUESTION 

As a business can you engage with 2022's Ulster in Bloom or Tidy Towns in your
area to support pollinators-biodiversity?  

 

7. SOW OR GROW? 
Which is better, a sown ornamental wildflower meadow or a biodiversity

meadow created by reduced mowing? 
Read about this recent MSc project in Trinity College Dublin which compared

ornamental meadows sown with wildflower seed mixes versus biodiversity meadows
created by reduced mowing in which NO seeds were sown. READ MORE HERE 

 
The All Ireland Pollinator Plan is an evidence-based plan. 

We are very grateful to the community of academic researchers who continually help
improve our knowledge and underpin the advice we provide. 

 
#Don'tMowLetItGrow

https://www.nilga.org/about/translink-ulster-in-bloom
https://www.tidytowns.ie/
https://pollinators.ie/which-is-better-a-sown-ornamental-wildflower-meadow-or-a-biodiversity-meadow-created-by-reduced-mowing/
https://pollinators.ie/research/%C2%A0
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