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NEWSLETTER FOR BUSINESS SUPPORTERS: SEPTEMBER 2020

Dear all, 
 
Welcome to the following companies who have agreed to become a business
supporter of the AIPP in August:  E Quinn Civils Ltd & Clarus Property
Services. The total number of business supporters now stands at 260. Thanks
to all of you for your support. 
 
The Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (DBEI) and the
Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (DCHG) are currently
working on a project to examine how they can enhance the contribution of
businesses to Ireland’s national biodiversity objectives. They want to engage
with Irish businesses across 11 different sectors. You can read more here
https://www.naturalcapitalireland.com/post/the-ifnc-launches-a-study-on-
business-biodiversity At the minute they are asking for businesses from all
sectors in the Repulic of Ireland to complete this very short survey
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/LYC756/ 
 
All the best, 
 
Dr Úna FitzPatrick

1. To do this month: help our hungry bumblebees prepare for hibernation 
 

This is the time when pollinator-friendly garden plants can be incredibly important. As
our wildflowers wind down for the season, autumn-flowering garden plants can
provide vital pollen and nectar for bumblebees as they fatten up for hibernation.

Gardens, schools, businesses & parks can be lifesavers for pollinators at this time of
year. Try to make sure you have pollinator-friendly plants where you are. 

https://mailchi.mp/82f392bcbc0c/all-ireland-pollinator-plan-september-newsletter-for-business-supporters?e=[UNIQID]
https://www.naturalcapitalireland.com/post/the-ifnc-launches-a-study-on-business-biodiversity
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/LYC756/


 
Flyer: https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/AIPP-Garden-

Plants_A5-Flyer-PRINT.pdf 
 

Pollinator-friendly planting code: https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-
content/uploads/2018/04/Planting-Code-2018-WEB.pdf 

 

2. To spot this month:  Keep an eye out for the common carder bumblebee  
 

By September, many of our bumblebees are thinking about hibernation. One of the
last to be spotted is the Common carder bumblebee (Bombus pascuorum) which still
flies into October. Keep an eye out for this very common bumblebee this month. It is

variable and can become bleached in the sun. However, there are no other
bumblebees that have all ginger hairs on the thorax, a ginger tail and then some

black hairs on the abdomen. The photograph shows two common carder bees on
Knapweed.

https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/AIPP-Garden-Plants_A5-Flyer-PRINT.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Planting-Code-2018-WEB.pdf


3. September is the perfect time to collect seed from pollinator-friendly
wildflowers in your local area 

 
If you have reduced mowing to allow a natural wildflower meadow to develop, you
can help it along by collecting seed from pollinator-friendly wildflowers growing in
your local area. This month is the perfect time to do this and is especially useful if

your meadow is not as flower-rich as you would like. Our ‘Collecting and using
pollinator friendly wildflower seed’ guide contains great tips and advice on how to find

the right seeds to collect, how to collect and store seeds, and how to sow them.
Knapweed is an easy one to start with. This late-flowering wildflower is brilliant in

meadows as it has huge amounts of pollen and nectar. 
 

Seed collecting guide: https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-
content/uploads/2018/04/How-to-guide-Seeds-2018-WEB.pdf 

 

https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/How-to-guide-Seeds-2018-WEB.pdf


4. Mini orchards 
 

The apple blossoms in my small garden had lots of solitary bees and bumblebees
visiting earlier in May. I’m now reaping the rewards with a brilliant crop of fruit. Apple
blossoms are a great source of food for pollinators in spring and you see the benefits
of their hard work come autumn. Now is a good time to think about adding an apple
tree to your garden or perhaps considering a mini orchard in your local community,
business site, church grounds etc. Irish Seed Savers sell heritage fruit trees, so you
can also help preserve our genetic heritage at the same time! You have plently of

time - late winter or early spring is usually the best time to plant. 
 

Read about Monaghan’s ‘Dispersed Urban Orchard’ for Pollinators:
https://pollinators.ie/monaghans-dispersed-urban-orchard-for-pollinators/

https://pollinators.ie/monaghans-dispersed-urban-orchard-for-pollinators/


5. Can you help us get to 400 Flower-Insect Timed Counts (FIT Counts) for
2020? 

 
317 FIT Counts have been submitted online since the beginning of April. We are

currently 83 short of our target of 400 before the scheme finishes for the year at the
end of September. If you have 10 minutes to spare, this is a great way to get involved
in helping us monitor changes in our pollinators. At the site level, it will help you track

if the actions you have taken as a result of the AIPP are working. You just need to
watch a 50cmx50cm patch of flowers for 10 minutes and count how many insects
visit. Counts from Knapweed or Lavender would be especially useful this month. 

 
https://pollinators.ie/record-pollinators/fit-count/
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