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NEWSLETTER FOR BUSINESS SUPPORTERS: OCTOBER 2020

Dear all, 
 
Welcome to the following companies who have agreed to become a business
supporter of the AIPP in September:  PestPlus Ltd., Fingleton White, John G.
Rathborne Ltd, The Naked Collective Ltd., Dale Farm Ltd., JCR Lenehan Ltd.,
Monsport Ltd., Clonmel Enterprises Ltd., Killaha Holidays and Eclipse Ireland.
The total number of business supporters now stands at 270. Thanks to all of
you for your support. 
 
Dr Úna FitzPatrick

1. To do this month:  help us understand what plants are important to
bumblebees in October 

 
Most bumblebees have gone into hibernation by now. Often the last one to hang

around is the common carder bumblebee (Bombus pascuorum). You can recognise it
by its all ginger thorax and ginger tail. It is very useful to know what this bee is

feeding on at this time of year. You can see it below on Rosemary in spring. If you
spot this bee and are able to identify its food plant, please help by submitting your

sighting and filling in the foraging box:   
https://records.biodiversityireland.ie/record/bumblebees

https://mailchi.mp/7e88accefac1/all-ireland-pollinator-plan-october-2020-newsletter-for-business-supporters?e=[UNIQID]
https://records.biodiversityireland.ie/record/bumblebees


2. To spot this month: Can you be the first to spot the Ivy bee in Ireland?  
 

It has never been recorded here, but it is now common in Britain and seems likely to
arrive on our shores very soon. This solitary bee has an autumn flight period to

match the flowering of its favourite plant - Ivy. In Britain it can be found from early
September until early November. It nests in south facing banks of light soil, you might

even be lucky enough to have it set up home in your garden! 
The Ivy bee (Colletes hederae) is quite large and has very distinctive bands of white
on the abdomen. To make it a little easier, most of our solitary bees have completed

their life cycles now, although there will still be hoverflies and honeybees on the wing.
If you think you have spotted this bee, please try to take a photograph and email it to

me for validation. 
http://pollinators.ie/record-pollinators/watch-for-new-arrivals

http://pollinators.ie/record-pollinators/watch-for-new-arrivals


3. 2020 Green Flag Pollinator Award for Parks - congratulations to Maynooth
Campus!  

 
The Green Flag for Parks Pollinator Award is jointly run with An Taisce

Environmental Education to support the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan and is kindly
sponsored by Young’s Nurseries. There are pollinator awards across different park

categories, with Maynooth Campus being crowned overall winner for 2020. This site
features not only reduced mowing, wildflower meadows, and pollinator-friendly

planting, but Maynooth University grounds staff also make a great effort to educate
the public and to promote their efforts through its website and social media. 
https://pollinators.ie/2020-green-flag-pollinator-awards-for-parks-announced/

4. Nationwide coverage of the AIPP is now available to view from our website 

https://pollinators.ie/2020-green-flag-pollinator-awards-for-parks-announced/


 
What is the Pollinator Plan? How are councils, community groups and farmers
supporting pollinators? This clip was produced as part of an RTE Nationwide

programme about the work of the National Biodiversity Data Centre, filmed summer
2020. Sincere thanks to RTÉ and HiLite Productions for allowing us to share this

programme as an educational tool. 
https://pollinators.ie/videos/ 

 

5. All-Ireland Bumblebee Monitoring Scheme 
 

Within the National Biodiversity Data Centre, our bumblebee monitoring scheme
volunteers walk a fixed 1-2km route once a month from March-October and record
the number of different bumblebees that they spot. Without the generous efforts of

this group of citizen scientists, we simply would have no way of understanding what
is happening with our wild pollinators in the landscape. See the latest annual report
on the scheme below. Unfortunately, it paints a worrying picture for our two carder

bumblebees, including the common carder bumblebee mentioned above. The more
quickly we can all come together through the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan to return food

and shelter to the landscape, the better for our wild bees and other insects! 
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Bumblebee-

Monitoring-Scheme-Newsletter-2020.pdf

https://pollinators.ie/videos/
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Bumblebee-Monitoring-Scheme-Newsletter-2020.pdf


6. Business supporter annual review 
  

Each year we publish an annual review outlining the actions taken by our business
supporter network. It is a great way to showcase the huge contribution that the

business sector is making towards implementation of the Pollinator Plan. We put this
review together in November and publish it online at the beginning of December

each year. I will reach out to all of you later in October to see if you want to provide a
short 250-word update for 2020. Don’t worry if you have recently joined, we don’t

expect you to contribute this year. 
  

https://pollinators.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/AIPP-Business-Supporters-Annual-
Review-2019.pdf 

 

https://pollinators.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/AIPP-Business-Supporters-Annual-Review-2019.pdf
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