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NEWSLETTER: NOVEMBER 2021 
 

Dear All 
 
We are delighted to welcome the following companies/organizations as
business supporters of the AIPP.   
  
New business supporters include: Chadwicks Group (Grafton Group plc),
Seeds Ireland, Statkraft Asset Management Ltd. Spring Nurseries (Cork),
ScholarLee, Red Squirrel, Caherhurley Nursery, Murphy Ireland, Powerscourt
Estate, Oakpark Foods, Kerry Group PLC – Tralee, Slaney Foods. 
  
Thanks to all of you for your support and we look forward to hearing what
actions you have been taking for pollinators-biodiversity.  
 
Sarah Kelly 
Agri Business Officer

 
*The All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2021-2025, managed by the National
Biodiversity Data Centre, a Heritage Council programme, actively addresses the
time-critical pollinator-biodiversity challenge. It is a shared plan of action for the
island now in its sixth year, which builds on the targets within The EU 2030
Biodiversity Strategy, Ireland’s National Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-
2021 (Objective 4) and Northern Ireland's Biodiversity Plan to 2020, to halt and
reverse pollinator decline by 2030. It is also, aligned with Bord Bía’s Origin
Green programme with reference to 'pollinator actions', and supports members’
biodiversity targets. 

1. BEE WATCH: Queen Bumblebees 

https://mailchi.mp/e5f7dbde82c1/all-ireland-pollinator-plan-november-2021-newsletter-5684236?e=[UNIQID]
https://pollinators.ie/


The normal lifecycle of most Irish bumblebees ends when the workers and males die
off and the newly mated queens hibernate through the colder winter months.

Occasionally at this time of year, you can still see some bumblebee queens fattening
up for hibernation. If you spot any queen bumblebees that you’re able to identify, it’s

very useful to let us know what plant it was feeding on. 
 

PLEASE SUBMIT SIGHTINGS to the National Biodiversity Data Centre here:
https://records.biodiversityireland.ie/record/bumblebees

2. A WILD BEE WORLD - O’Donnell Furniture Makers 
...makers of a wild bee world on Skibbereen sites

Skibbereen based O’Donnell Furniture Makers are proving to be southern stars in
their support for wild pollinators. Having, in 2021, reduced mowing and cutting across

their sites they have been able to deliver a range of pollinator-friendly actions
including: designating a natural wildflower meadow (with ongoing removal of

dominant weeds such as docks, thistles etc.), managing hedgerows and shrub
patches to allow for bee nesting and early spring flowers, planting a range of

bulbs/shrubs in planters/pots/hanging baskets, and eliminating pesticides (except for
spot spraying where absolutely necessary). The result is that O’Donnell Furniture

Makers are now playing home to resident wild bees! 
 

Couple that with the communication actions such which includes setting up an in-
house Biodiversity Committee, having the conversation with farmer suppliers as to

how they might engage with the AIPP and engaging with a couple of local schools to
sponsor the printing of the Junior Pollinator Plan. Their actions are top notch!

https://records.biodiversityireland.ie/record/bumblebees


General Manager Katherine O’Sullivan says of the company’s engagement with
AIPP: ‘We are really excited as in 2022 our Biodiversity Committee is planning: to

celebrate World Bee Day on 20 May, the Committee is also engaging with Tidy
Towns on behalf of our business to sponsor an Ecological Corridor in our local town
and we are going to progress the idea of setting up an Ecological Trail on our site to

then be able to invite local schools as part of a STEM/pollinator project.’

Watch this wild bee space!

 

3. 'THE CASE AGAINST': wildflower seed mixes 
The Dublin Naturalists’ Field Club (DNFC) explain how the use of ‘wildflower’ seed
mixtures fails to address and even aggravates the real issues of biodiversity loss.

You can access this important paper through the link below. We thank the DNFC for
agreeing that their paper can also be shared through the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan.

Remember: there are lots of other ways to help provide food for pollinators,
particularly by reducing mowing and allowing our native wildflowers to naturally

regenerate. Always CHECK the source of any purchased wildflower seed. 
READ MORE HERE

https://pollinators.ie/wildflower-seed/expert-opinions/


4. WHY MEADOWS? The importance of species-rich 
meadows/grasslands - even mini ones! 

Species-rich meadows and grasslands are among the most threatened habitats on
the island, with huge losses happening almost unnoticed. Dr. Maria Long of the

National Parks and Wildlife Service explains why this habitat is vital to our
biodiversity and simple ways we can all help. READ MORE HERE

5. NOVEMBER'S NATIVE TREE PLANTING!  
Now is the perfect time of the year to plant additional pollinator-friendly native trees

on your business site(s), farm, garden or park. Don’t forget: the AIPP blog series
shares advice and expertise. The latest one explains which native trees are most

important for pollinators. READ MORE HERE

https://pollinators.ie/the-importance-of-species-rich-meadows-and-grasslands-even-mini-ones/
https://pollinators.ie/blog/


6. DATE FOR YOUR DIARY: WEBINAR 
Origin Green 'Pathways to Biodiversity' - a company viewpoint 

Wednesday, 1 December 2021, 1000-1100 
 

Origin Green, Bord Bia's food sustainability programme, in conjunction with the All-
Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) will be hosting the third of three 'Pathways to

Biodiversity' webinars. This time, the webinar will focus on how companies are
interacting with AIPP and Bord Bia's Origin Green programme to deliver on actions
for pollinators as an entry level into biodiversity on any site. The webinar will include

three 10-minute 'short talks' from Mick O'Dowd - Agri Business Development
Manager for Kepak, Cian Mullen - Sustainability Manager for KSG and Daniel Kelly -

Corporate Social Responsibility Manager for Lidl. TO REGISTER CLICK HERE

7. TO DO: Grow native trees from seed 
Now is a great time to collect seeds from our native trees. The Rowan, Hawthorn and

Elder berries are looking beautiful at the minute and the flowers from these native

https://www.bordbia.ie/industry/events/upcoming-events/origin-green-pathways-to-biodiversity---a-company-viewpoint-webinar/


trees are a valuable food source for our pollinators in the spring. Collecting and
growing seeds from healthy trees in Ireland is the best way to ensure that local trees
can flourish, and gaps are restored with native species. This is especially important

at a time when trees and native plants are under attack from imported pests and
diseases. READ MORE HERE

8. NEW BEE SPECIES: the Ivy bee has arrived in Wexford! 
In great news, the Ivy Bee (Colletes hederae) has migrated from Britain to set up
home in Ireland for the first time. The first sighting was made at the Raven Nature

Reserve in Wexford by recorder Jim Kenny on the 12th October 2021 (photo below).
It’s a solitary bee with an autumn flight period, to match the flowering of its favourite

plant - Ivy. In Britain it can be found from early September until early November.
Keep an eye out in case there are other populations out there! READ MORE HERE 

 
Spotted this species? PLEASE PHOTOGRAPH & SUBMIT to the National

Biodiversity Data Centre https://records.biodiversityireland.ie/record/solitary-bees

https://pollinators.ie/growing-native-trees-from-seed/
https://pollinators.ie/new-bee-arrives-in-ireland/
https://pollinators.ie/new-bee-arrives-in-ireland/
https://records.biodiversityireland.ie/record/solitary-bees


9. ANNUAL REPORTING 
Transparently tracking progress is a very important part of the All-Ireland Pollinator

Plan. While the Plan is voluntary, at this time of year we do carry out extensive
annual reporting. This includes:

1. A review of the 186 actions in the Plan itself, to include a 2021 progress report
against each.

2. Review of the actions each business supporter has taken in support of the
AIPP in 2021.

3. Review of key actions taken in 2021 by each of our Council partners.

These three documents will be available on the website in December.
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