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NEWSLETTER FOR BUSINESS SUPPORTERS: DECEMBER 2020

Dear all, 
 
Welcome to the following companies who have agreed to become a business
supporter of the AIPP since the end of October:  C&J's Animal Park; MOY, Roof
Waterproofing System Specialists; Maldron Hotel South Mall; Technopath
Clinical Diagnostics and OURganic Gardens. Thanks to all of your for your
support. 
 
Dr Úna FitzPatrick 
 

1. To do this month:  Take some Willow Cuttings  
 

Willow is a vital food source for bees in spring. At this time of year, you can take
hardwood cuttings from existing Willows, creating a new willow plantation at little

cost.

https://mailchi.mp/b528d60a8a16/all-ireland-pollinator-plan-december-newsletter?e=[UNIQID]


2. To spot this month: Keep an eye out for Winter Bumblebees 
 

The normal lifecycle of most Irish bumblebees ends when the workers and males die
off and the newly mated queens hibernate through the cold Winter months. However,

in recent years, the Buff-tailed bumblebee (Bombus terrestris) has been seen
foraging during winter months in both Ireland and in southern Britain. It is not known
for certain what exactly is causing this. You can help improve our understanding by

letting us know if you spot winter-active bumblebees. 
 

Please submit your sightings here:
https://records.biodiversityireland.ie/record/bumblebees

https://records.biodiversityireland.ie/record/bumblebees


3. Business supporters annual review for 2020 
 

We are delighted that we now have more than 270 business supporters of the AIPP.
In supporting the Plan, you all agree to take actions to help pollinators. We express

our huge thanks to you all. 2020 has been an incredibly difficult year for the business
sector, but despite this, companies have continued to sign up as supporters and take

action to help. The 2020 annual report outlining actions taken by each business
supporter is just complete. Many thanks to all of you who contributed to this in 2020. 

 
You can view it here: https://pollinators.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/AIPP-

Business-Supporters_Annual-Review_2020.pdf

https://pollinators.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/AIPP-Business-Supporters_Annual-Review_2020.pdf


4. GAA Green Clubs 
 

We are delighted to partner with the GAA on Phase 1 of their new Green Club
Programme, which includes a biodiversity strand. To support this, we have developed

an evidence-based guideline document for how sports clubs can become more
pollinator and biodiversity-friendly. It will be launched in January. 

 
https://www.gaa.ie/news/45-clubs-to-take-part-in-phase-1-of-gaa-green-club-

programme/

https://www.gaa.ie/news/45-clubs-to-take-part-in-phase-1-of-gaa-green-club-programme/


5. AIPP Blog Series 
 

Don’t forget, we have an AIPP blog series that shares advice and expertise. The
latest one provides an overview of some of the excellent activities taking place in

Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council 
 

https://pollinators.ie/blog/

6. Thanks to SuperValu 
 

https://pollinators.ie/blog/


We thank SuperValu, who funded the project officer position in the final year of the
first phase of the Pollinator Plan. Thanks to their 2020 support, we have been able to

continue to expand our work with schools and local communities.

  7. THANK YOU 
 

The first phase of the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan for 2015-2020 has been a huge
success and we thank each and every one of you for your support. We have a very

full January planned as we will celebrate the successful completion of the first phase
and let you see the new and more ambitious version for the next five years. The

Business supporters framework will continue seamlessly from the first phase into the
second. Through your efforts, you have all made the Pollinator Plan a reality. We

thank you for that, and hope that we can continue working together for the next five
years to improve things even further for our pollinators and our biodiversity.   

  
Wishing you a Happy and Healthy Christmas and New Year.
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