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NEWSLETTER FOR BUSINESS SUPPORTERS: AUGUST 2021
 
Dear All 
 
We are delighted to welcome the following companies/organizations
as business supporters of the AIPP.   
 
New business supporters include: Trish’s Honey Products, Catalyst Inc., Eco
Evolution, Carbery Food Ingredients, Sustainable Travel Ireland, Aecom, Ethos
Engineering, Eversheds Sutherland, Interxion Ireland DAC, Kirby Group
Engineering, Kohler, Siemens Ltd., Vertiv, Yondr Group, Kerry Foods Shillelagh,
Kilronan Stud & Equestrian Centre, Moy Park Ltd. Irish Cement Ltd. 
 
NOTE: *ALL business supporters - do start gathering a synopsis of your actions
to date along with any photographs which might illustrate those actions. We will
be asking for submissions next month for our Annual Review. 
 
Thanks to all of you for your support and we look forward to hearing what
actions you have been taking for pollinators-biodiversity. 
 
Sarah Kelly 
 
*The All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2021-2025, managed by the National
Biodiversity Data Centre (a Heritage Council programme), actively addresses
the time-critical pollinator-biodiversity challenge. It is a shared plan of action for
the island now in its sixth year, which builds on the targets within The EU 2030
Biodiversity Strategy and Ireland’s National Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-
2021 (Objective 4), to halt and reverse pollinator decline by 2030. It

https://mailchi.mp/87730a376636/all-ireland-pollinator-plan-august-2021-newsletter-5629916?e=[UNIQID]
https://pollinators.ie/


is also, aligned with Bord Bía’s Origin Green programme with reference to
'pollinator actions', and supports members’ biodiversity targets. 

1. ALL EYES ON: HOVERFLIES 
 

There are around 180 different hoverflies in Ireland. Keep an eye out for the
distinctive Volucella pellucens. Often found in woodland clearings or along

hedgerows, where it likes to feed on bramble. It lays its eggs in the nest of our
common wasp where the larvae feed as scavengers on nest debris. 

Photo: Gillian Stewart | Submit sightings here:
https://records.biodiversityireland.ie/record/hoverflies

2. ZERO CHECK-INs AT YOUR BEE HOTEL THIS YEAR?  
 

Now is the perfect time to check if your bee hotel has been used. These bee hotels
or bee boxes are mainly used as nests by two types of solitary bees - leaf cutter

bees, which cut circular pieces of leaves and use them to line the cells 
in the nest, and mason bees such as the Red Mason Bee, 

which lines the cells of its nest with mud. 
CHECK if any of the cavities in your nest box are closed off with pieces of leaf or with

mud. If they are all still empty it hasn’t been used this year. In that case, it’s worth
moving it to a new location so it’s in place for early next spring. 

TOP TIP: The more flowers there are around your nest box, the more 
likely it is to be found and used. 

https://records.biodiversityireland.ie/record/hoverflies


3. SIMULTANEOUS EQUATION ON POLLINATORS-BIODIVERSITY  
KSG Catering Ltd. 

 
KSG Catering Ltd. has strengthened its commitment to biodiversity and to increasing
actions annually by joining Bord Bia's Origin Green programme and the All-Ireland

Pollinator Plan (AIPP) simultaneously. AIPP forms one part of the Origin Green
biodiversity target as 'pollinator actions'. 

Cian Mullen, Sustainability Officer at KSG Catering Ltd. stated; 
'The AIPP provides an excellent platform for us to engage and promote pollinator-

biodiversity actions and we look forward to driving this great initiative forward
by engaging with our colleagues, clients and suppliers on the important role

biodiversity has in our future.' 
Good actions = impact on pollinators-biodiversity!



4. DON'T MOW, JUST YET! 
 

Many of our beautiful ‘Don’t Mow, Let it Grow’ meadows are coming towards the
end of their cycle for this year. For many of us with longer-flowering meadows, there
can be a temptation to mow now as the meadow begins to look dead and less tidy. 

 
HOLD OFF IF YOU CAN! From August, many plants will begin producing seed,
ready to drop into the soil. If you give them a chance to do this, you’ll reap the

rewards next year. Where possible, it's best to try to leave meadows 
into September before you mow for the year. 

 
REMEMBER when you do cut - you should remove the cuttings to gradually reduce 

soil fertility and give next year’s wildflowers a chance to compete with the more
dominant grass species. If you do this, it will become 

more flower rich year upon year. 
 

We recommend naturally regenerated meadows rather than commercial wildflower
seed planting. They might look less attractive to us humans, but they are much better
for biodiversity as they will contain native pollen and nectar-rich wildflowers that have

evolved with the insects and that are meant to be there. 
Also it avoids introducing any invasive species.

5. BRODERICK'S HANDMADE - 'WALKING THE POLLINATOR WALK'



Recent AIPP business supporters, Broderick's Handmade, are 
'walking the walk' with their actions and have identified two large areas within their

site suitable for pollinator-biodiversity actions. 
Action: (i) At the back of the site a small portion has been allocated as a 

‘Bee & Butterfly Garden’. (ii) Raised grassy mounds which have been kept uncut for
the past few months have allowed wildflowers to grow. 

(iii) In addition to the above, Broderick's Handmade have committed to not using
pesticides on the grass and keeping an existing hedgerow undisturbed.

David Flower, Packaging and Sustainability Manager confirmed; 'We will be
developing this area further over the years with different species of pollinator plants

that flower in Spring, Summer and Autumn'.

Great work! 
Photograph: David Flower. Pollinator Friendly Plant: Buddleia

6. WHAT'S THE BUZZ - MEADE FARM SPREADING 
THE WORD ABOUT WILD BEES 

 
AIPP business supporter and Origin Green member, Meade Farm, recently identified

beehives in the eaves of their security hut. Wanting to ensure Health and Safety
aspects were covered on site, they called resident beekeeper Ken Boyle out to use

his expertise to possibly 'herd' them to a new home elsewhere. Ken was delighted to
report that these were non-aggressive Red Mason Bees and didn't need to be moved
to a new location: a welcome new addition to the farm! Their venom is very weak and

are not a stinging threat - so visitors and employees are safe!  
Jeni Meade, Communications Manager, stated: 'We are thrilled to have this amazing
bee here at Meade's. They will nest in their masonry-like hives for a short time, then

move on until next year. It is an encouraging sign that our tireless efforts on the
biodiversity front are paying off and our grounds are able to support these pollinating

work horses who can do the pollination of 100 honeybees! READ MORE HERE

https://www.meadefarm.ie/post/a-win-for-biodiversity-bee-update-from-meade-farm


7. NATIONAL POLLINATOR MONITORING SCHEME 
 

Ministers Pippa Hackett and Malcolm Noonan have announced support for a pilot
initiative to establish a National Pollinator Monitoring Scheme. 

The new scheme, run by the National Biodiversity Data Centre, will monitor wild
pollinators (bumblebees, solitary bees, hoverflies and butterflies) across a network of

50 sites incorporating farmland, semi-natural and public land. 
The AIPP has consistently identified the need for long-term monitoring of wild

pollinators, so that the impact of the Plan can be properly assessed. 
This pilot initiative will build on the citizen science schemes already established by

the Data Centre and will begin in 2022. To view further information. 
NOTE: Northern Ireland announced in May 2021 it would join the 

UK Pollinator Monitoring Scheme. To view further information 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/d8663-ministers-hackett-and-noonan-announce-support-for-the-establishment-of-a-pilot-national-pollinator-monitoring-scheme/
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/news/poots-launches-initiatives-protect-pollinators


8. WILD ABOUT WILDFLOWERS? 
 

From mid-August onwards is a good time to collect a little bit of seed from natural
meadows in your area. This can be a great way to boost your own small meadows,

patches or strips. A strip/patch on your site(s) or in your garden provides forage from
spring through until August, but is naturally coming to an end as the Clover and

Bird’s-foot-trefoil finish flowering. Collecting the likes of Knapweed seed to plant on
your 'patch' is a perfect action. It is a fantastic native meadow plant that flowers in

August-September. It provides enormous amounts of nectar for our insects at a time
when they really need it.For guidance on seed collection, storage, planting go this

How To Guide

https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/How-to-guide-Seeds-2018-WEB.pdf


9. SUPPORTING BUSINESSES TO SUPPORT POLLINATORS 
 

A fantastic 372 companies have now signed up as a business supporter of the AIPP
and agreed to take actions to help. Learn how to become a business supporter here 

We are also delighted to be collaborating with Bord Bia to better support 
Origin Green companies in taking actions for biodiversity READ MORE HERE  

Bord Bia is currently funding our AIPP agri-business officer, Sarah Kelly 

Want to change how you receive these emails?

https://pollinators.ie/businesses/
https://www.farmersjournal.ie/bord-bia-funding-to-support-new-biodiversity-officer-636503
https://pollinators.ie/about/aipp-team/
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