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88% of the public want the Government to do more to help bees 
(iReach Insights survey, Sept 2018)



Three Key Actions

A range of plants – balanced diet

Key action spring: flowering 
native hedgerows and trees

Key action spring-summer: 
Reduce grass-cutting

Key action spring-autumn: 
Choose pollinator-friendly plants



Allowing native hedgerows to bloom

Current management of hedgerows is often 
not pollinator friendly. If hedgerows are not 
in flower April-May, they are not good for 
pollinators and other wildlife.

Whitethorn/
Hawthorn

Blackthorn

Bramble





Cut once a year – food and shelter

Cut less frequently - food

Cut regularly

Don’t Mow Let it Grow - not cutting grass 
so often is the best and cheapest way to 
provide more food for pollinators

You must take the cuttings away – this gradually 
lowers soil fertility and gives wildflowers in the 

soil a chance to grow



Short-flowering meadow

Action 3: At least 10 locations mown under a pollinator friendly 
regime (~5 cut & lifts per year)



Action 5: 

10 flagship roadside verges that 
are managed to be pollinator 
friendly (one cut and lift per year)

Action 6: 

Introduce a layered
mowing approach to 
other roadside verges

Action 4: 

At least 5 meadows     
(one cut and lift per year)

Long-flowering meadow Long-flowering verges

Layered verges



Long-flowering meadow management - cut once in September and 
remove the grass – it will gradually become more flower-rich on its own

Year 1-2 Year 4

Natural Irish meadows 
will never look like this 
– but this is not a 
natural habitat and is 
not better for 
pollinators



Don’t Mow Let it Grow
ü Dandelion
ü Daisy
ü Buttercup
ü White Clover

ü Red Clover
ü Cuckooflower
ü Bird’s-foot-trefoil

ü Speedwell
ü Selfheal
ü Vetches
ü Knapweed



Waterford

Don’t Mow Let it Grow

Canal, Inchicore



Applegreen, KinegadKilbarry Nature Park, Waterford Co Council

Tymon Park, SDCC

© Codie Cory

Causeway Hospital, Coleraine © Donna Rainey

© Codie Corey



Scotshouse Park, Monaghan

© Fintan McPhillips



Signage



Very gaudy annuals like 
Geranium, Begonia, Busy 
Lizzy, Primula, Daffodil, 
Salvia splendens don’t 

provide food

Consider mixing in Bidens or 
Bacopa that do provide food

Add in pollinator-friendly bulbs



https://pollinators.ie/councils/pollinator-friendly-planting-schemes/

Thanks to Peter Cuthbert for all his help on planting advice



Perennials are not only better for pollinators 
but are also more sustainable!



Action 14: Some roundabouts planted in a pollinator 
friendly way with bulbs or pollinator-friendly perennials

https://pollinators.ie/councils/pollinator-friendly-planting-schemes/



Pollinator-friendly trees / Community mini-Orchards

Antrim & Newtownabbey 
Borough Council: Six Mile Water 
Park, traditional orchard creation
Traditional orchard created on an 
amenity grassland area
5 different fruit tree species, 25 
trees in total
Native hedgerow planted around 
the orchard
Provides food and shelter for 
pollinators



Be careful of:

Only get honeybee hives 
if you want to start a 
new hobby, it is not a 

biodiversity action

The AIPP does not endorse 
seed bombs. We always 

recommend natural 
regeneration over any kind 
of wildflower seed planting

With bee hotels, big is 
not better! They are 
more likely to attract 

predators and to harbor 
disease 





Using pollinator-friendly planting to create feeding stops on pollinator corridor



2017-2020:
48 entries from 23 parks
Four categories:
• Town Park
• Country Park/Demesne
• Community Award
• Walled Garden

Green Flag for Parks 
Pollinator Award



Creating a Pollinator-friendly Park



Partnership Framework for Councils/Local Authorities

Launched in February 2019 to better support and promote the 
work being undertaken by local authorities.  

In becoming an All-Ireland Pollinator Plan Partner, 
your Council/Local Authority agrees:

• That your Council/Local Authority supports the ethos of the 
All-Ireland Pollinator Plan and will consider the Plan in their policies, 
plans, and management decisions where possible. 

• To consider the evidence-based actions in the guideline document 
Councils: Actions to help Pollinators, and to carry out one 
pollinator-friendly action in the first year of signing up and 
plan to carry out at least three more within the following five 
years. The guideline document lists 30 possible actions, many of 
which are low cost or cost-neutral. 

• To update the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan Team (within the National 
Biodiversity Data Centre) on the positive pollinator actions you have 
planned, implemented or maintained at the end of each year, when 
contacted, to help us promote your work.



33 local authorities current partners



Sincere thanks to Carlow County Council

Thank You
www.pollinators.ie
Email: jbrowne@biodiversityireland.ie


