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Councils:

actions to help pollinators

Actions Councils can take to
help pollinators - providing food,
shelter ang

88% of the public want the Government to do more to help bees
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Q Protect what
you have

The easiest and most important
thing you can do is identify and
protect existing areas that are
already good for pollinators

Manage and restore semi-

natural habitats and their

native plants

Identify and protect existing
sources of food and shelter
for pollinators on general
council land

9 Alter the frequency
of mowing

Changing the frequency of

to provide food for pollinators

ctio
00
Identify at least 10 locations
that are mown under a

pollinator friendly regime (5 cut

& lifts per year)

Aim to create at least 5
meadows (one cut & lift per

National
Biodiversity

Data Centre

A Heritage Council Programme

year)

Identify at least 10 flagship
roadside verges that are
managed to be pollinator
friendly (one cut & lift per year)

Introduce a layered mowing
approach to other roadside
verges

mowing allows wildflowers (food)
to flower among the longer grass.
This is the most cost-effective way

G Pollinator friendly
planting

Take the actions below to ensure
you have flowers blooming that
can provide food for pollinators
from March-October

£
5 000000

Plant a native perennial
wildflower meadow

0000

ctio
700
Replace grass with adense
clover sward

For future ornamental tree
planting select from pollinator
friendly species

@ Provide
nesting habitats

In addition to food, wild pollinators
need safe places to live.

s 000

15 Manage hedgerows for
pollinators

Bare earth/sand banks for wild
pollinator nesting

Build actions on pollinators
into existing frameworks and
initiatives

Fund pollinator projects on
council land to demonstrate
best practise to other sectors
(reference sites)

Put up signage to identify
pollinator friendly habitats on
council land

G Reduce use
of pesticides

Pesticides include insecticides,
fungicides and herbicides, all
of which can be harmful to
pollinators.

0000

19

Reduce or eliminate the use
of pesticides (herbicides,
insecticides & fungicides)

o Adopt the pollinator friendly
pesticide code

Log your ‘Actions for Pollinators’
on the mapping system to
ensure your efforts are
recognised

Take part in the Bumblebee
Monitoring Scheme to help
track changes in wild pollinator
numbers on council land




Three Key Actions

Key action spring: flowering  Key action spring-summer: Key action spring-autumn:
native hedgerows and trees  Reduce grass-cutting Choose pollinator-friendly plants

9 Alter the frequency
of mowing

Changing the frequency of
mowing allows wildflowers (food)
to flower among the longer grass.
This is the most cost-effective way
to provide food for pollinators
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Q Protect what
you have

The easiest and most important
thing you can do is identify and
protect existing areas that are
already good for pollinators

G Pollinator friendly
planting

Take the actions below to ensure
you have flowers blooming that
can provide food for pollinators
from March-October
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"’ .« Allowing native hedgerows to bloom
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Whitethorn/
awthorn

Bramble

Current management of hedgerows is often
not pollinator friendly. If hedgerows are not
in flower April-May, they are not good for
pollinators and other wildlife.




Protect what

you have 2
The easiest and most important
thing you can do is identify and 2

protect existing areas that are
already good for pollinators

Hedgerow management to encourage flowering:

A pollinator-friendly hedgerow should be flowering, at least
2.5min height, and should be trimmed in an A-shape.
Where hedgerows must be cut for safety,

allow the inside to flower.

Let some hedgerows grow wild, side-trimming only.

Where possible, cut hedgerows on a minimum 3-year cycle.
Cutting annually stops the hedgerow flowering and fruiting.
Where possible, cut in rotation rather than all at once - this
will ensure some areas of hedgerow will always flower
(Blackthorn is white in March. Whitethorn flowers in May).
Hedges managed for pollinators should ideally be cut between
November-January. If they must be cut outside this, cut
sections in rotation, so some areas remain undisturbed.

Let some Bramble and lvy grow in hedgerows, as key
nectar and pollen sources in summer and autumn.

Native flowering hedgerow plants that are good for pollinators:

- anorn (Mg, Yy cnerry (A,,,\/17 Qe May, Yoy e (May. Lo
D T o Ly ij




Don’t Mow Let it Grow - not cutting grass
Alter the frequency so often is the best and cheapest way to
of mowing provide more food for pollinators
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= ¢ Cutlessfrequently - food = d

," You must take the cuttings away — this gradually = -
| lowers soil fertility and gives wildflowers in the g
soil a chance to grow

o




Alter the frequency Short-flowering meadow

of mowing

- -

- ® -~ 2

Action 3: At least 10 locations mown under a pollinator friendly
regime (~5 cut & lifts per year)

June 2021 Costings - Community Pollinator Areas in Shannon. Courtesy of Clare County Council

short-flowering meadow) (6-week intervals)

perannum

Cost per Total annual cost
hectare per cut to Council
Regular mowing Cut . €79.66 Cutting 16 times €1,276.32
(2-week intervals) perannum
Reduced mowing _ . .
(pollinator-friendly Cut & lift €210 Cut & lift 5 times €1,050




L & & | long-flowering verges
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Action 5:

Action 4: « 10 flagship roadside verges that
~are managed to be pollinator
~ friendly (one cut and lift per year)

A

At least 5 meadows
¢ (one cut and lift per year)

Y IR

Action 6:

Introduce a layered

Layered verges pRERIREIRIEE ot I
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Natural Irish meadows
will never look like this
— but this is not a
natural habitat and is
not better for
pollinators

Long-flowering meadow management - cut once in September and
remove the grass — it will gradually become more flower-rich on its own

Year 1-2




Don’t Mow Let it Grow

v" Dandelion
v Daisy

v Buttercup
v" White Clover

v" Red Clover
v" Cuckooflower
v' Bird’s-foot-trefoil

v' Speedwell
v' Selfheal
v" Vetches

v' Knapweed




Don’t Mow Let it Grow
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‘ e Pollinator friendly
planting

Very gaudy annuals like 5 W

Geranium, Begonia, Busy S Consider mixing in Bidens or
i Pri D i Bacopa that do provide food




Pollinator friendly
planting
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Home Partners Record Pollinators Ideas Hub Newsletters Latest News

Council Partners.

Councils Webinar 2021
Pollinator-friendly Planting Schemes SAMPLE PERENNIAL PLANTING SCHEMES
Alternatives to Pesticides

Parks who have agreed 1o support the Plan (ND
Green Flag for Parks Pollinator Award (Rol)

TidyTowns Pollinator Award

Pollinator-friendly Planting Schemes

Media Videos ]

https://pollinators.ie/councils/pollinator-friendly-planting-schemes/

Making hanging baskets !
pollinator-friendly

The annual bedding plants thet we're used 1o are not pollinator riendly as they
don't contain polien and nectar. The good mews & that you can make two
excelent asdtions ust a5 good pollinators.

Mx tre baliowing pharvh it your hang g Backet 15
make # golinator -erdly Biders, Bacopa T

Pollinator-friendly Herbs
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PLANTS LIST BUTTERFLIES
AND WILL PROVIDE
Lavandula

‘strawberry Ruffles’

Nemesia Blue Bicolour

Lavandula Bandera Pink Cosmos
pianthus Cranmere Pool Camassia
osteo  —~m ‘Lady

Dianthus
whatfield Can-Can

&

pianthus Charmy
Nepeta glechoma

Hedera helix variegata

Osteospermum jucundum
var. compactum

L
IN SUPPORT OF THE ALL-IRELAND pPOL (=l
WWW.POLLlNATORS.IE

e L L

YOUR GARDEN

Pollinator-friendly Garden plants

Thanks to Peter Cuthbert for all his help on planting advice



l G Pollinator friendly
planting

Perennials are not only better for pollinators
but are also more sustainable!

Info box: Pollinator friendly perennial planting versus annual bedding

Planting regime | Approximate costs per | Typical replacement
m?(2016)
Pollinator €10-13 (9 x 9cm pots) Life span of 10-12 years if well planted and
friendly €17-19 (6 x 2L pots) well maintained. Small amount of annual
perennials replacement may be required depending on
the site
Annual bedding | €10-29 Twice per year

Based on prices from a large Irish perennial plant nursery. Typical annual bedding costs were provided by a
Council in ROL. |




@ Pollinator friendly
planting

Action 14: Some roundabouts planted in a pollinator
friendly way with bulbs or pollinator-friendly perennials
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Pollinator friendly
planting

Antrim & Newtownabbey
Borough Council: Six Mile Water
Park, traditional orchard creation
Traditional orchard created on an
amenity grassland area

5 different fruit tree species, 25
trees in total

Native hedgerow planted around
the orchard

Provides food and shelter for
pollinators

Pollinator-friendly trees / Community mini-Orchards

Native Biodiversity-friendly Trees Ash Rowan

2002

All native tree planting is a climate action, and will benefit biodiversity, as
well as human health and welibeing.

Rowan i aka E

Known a5 Mourtain Ast?
a3t has similer leaves

10 the ash tree. Rowen
supports 23 insects and
125 hchens. It s 3 very

ol Mractive tree, with whine
Nlower chusters in spring

Ashis a common nath
It tres. whikh supports
41 native insects and
255 ichens. The wood
from ash troos has
Those trees that are specifically good for pollinators are highlighted with the bee icon been used to make

nurieys for thousands
Hawthorn/ Whitethorn Blackthorr
for polinators, and red

ofyears

Hawthoenv Blackthom berries in autumn,

Whitethom i slso BB ocovides s home for 109

called the Maybush' nsect species. Relazed to Birch Hazel

because of its beautitul charrhes and plums, the

Chplay of Diossoms each frunt of the blackthorn
May Itk 4 common resemble small plums

= hedgerow species, but and are enjoyed by lots of
| con aisobegronnasa animais. inchuding wood

standalone tree - avery mice. finches and fooes

Birch can be recognised
Dy s stver-white peefing
ark. Birch supports
229 irsect species and
126 lichens. In spring.

Hazel &5 3 small native tree
OF sheub that produces.
edible hazelnuts inautuma
for mammals and birds,
Hazel also supports 73

wildife friendly option,
producing ots of flowers
for pollinatars and red

its growth of soed rich
yellow-trown catkine
attracts birds.

Insact species and 160
Iichens,

Raws In autumn for birds
toenjoy. Hawthom supports €149 Insect species.

Oak Willow e Wild Cherry e

Oak s Ireland’s Willow supports Wiid Cherry is

national tree and 266 insect specks and aprotty rative tree that
Its anibty to sustain 160 lichens. Goat or Grey Bl it prnide toot tor
bidiversity makes it willows ace wondes ful polinatons as well as frult

Crab Apple can

Do found inmany of cur
okd nathse hedgerows. It
Supports 93 Insect species.

hugely impor tant tc our plants for pollinators & for birds. ncluding polinetors, and
wildiife, Osk supports they provide bots of pollen creb apples peovide food
284 different insect ane nactar in their tiny for birds and mommals
species, 324 lichens, and flowers in early spring nautumn.
can live for 1,000 years. when there s little else
While Oak is 2 large trae InfNowes Willows can be
when fully grown - g 8 gt - @ v
perhaps there is 100m in a Club with lar ge grounds "
for such snimgertant tree. Ao s Varbog 11 5970 P rt e
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All-Ireland

Pollinator Plan
www.pollinators.ie

Be careful of:

Only get honeybee hives
if you want to start a
new hobby, it is not a

biodiversity action

The AIPP does not endorse
seed bombs. We always
recommend natural
regeneration over any kind
of wildflower seed planting

With bee hotels, big is
not better! They are
more likely to attract

predators and to harbor
disease
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Over 160 pollinator-friendly towns and
villages, from every county have entered
the Local Authority Pollinator Award.

]1 .
& 8‘?’0; Award is a spec.‘a\'“
IOdjVer sity Offices of Lo%%

We thank the Heritage, Biodiversity Officers
and Environmental Awareness officers in
Councils across the island for their tireless
support over the last five years. They have been
instrumental in the success of the Plan through
raising awareness and supporting action at the
Local Authority and community level.




or-friendly planting to create feeding stops on pollinator corridor
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Poulavone Roundsbout

Glendower Court

The Link Road

Fr Sexton Park

Killumney Road

Killumney Road

Station Road

Colaiste Chodm

Main Street
Sunningdale

Cleburne Mews
Waestcliffe Flowers Bed
Scoil Barra/ Ballincollig
Community School

An Caislean Raised Bed

Coolroe Flower Bed

Coolroe Meadows

Coolroe

Regional Park

Westcourt

Classss

A pallinator haven. Every plantis
pollinator friendy. No spraying. Less
cutting of grass.

Flowers, pollinator-friendly planting, less.
frequent grass cutting, No Spraying

Managed flower meadow

planting

stone and poll friendly

Less mowing, lots of Heathers in this area,
and visible signs of animal tracks.

Flower area and reduced mowing
Pollinator-friendly planted areas
Wildflower meadow

14 wooden pollinator-friendly planters.
Pollinator-friendly area. Natural stone wall.

Pollinater-friendly bed, less frequent
mowing

An exceptionally large, raised flower bed
with over 3000 pollinator-friendly plants.

Pollinator-friendly planting in grounds of
both schools

A community pollinator-fiendly flower
bed

Pollinater-friendly bed installed by local
business and maintained by local resident.

In this estate, spraying has been stopped.
At the entrance to each section of the
estate, sections of the grass areas have
been replaced with pollinator-friendly
plants.

Large hedge with grass area underneath
with Dandelions, cut less frequenty.

Pollinator Heaven! Large meadows uncut
and pollinator-fiendly planting throughout
134 acres. An amazing area.

Pollinater-friendly planted areas and no
spraying.

Raised bed with pollinator-friendly
planting and across the road, less frequent
mowing in Pairc Cul Rua.
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Green Flag for Parks
Pollinator Award

2017-2020:
48 entries from 23 parks

Four categories:

. Town Park

e Country Park/Demesne
. Community Award

. Walled Garden

. Julianstown Village, ‘ : .
) T;:ough Park Community Garden’ % / Millennium Park
%— - hE=E Fingal CoCo ‘-
o B Ardgillen Demesne
Fmgal Fingal CoG St Catherine’s Park
’ — 3
°F‘W |, alled Garden, OPW
Commmlty Garden % ; St Anne’s Park Hlaises
TRE—— A Cabinteely Park, Dublin City Co ‘.
: DLR CoCo
Offaly CoCo
Umve Tymon Park
Liffey Linear Park. Waterstown Park Y'&‘bl
Newbridge TT/KCC ‘, e ‘- S %’

Mariay Park *
Pairc an Phobail ] DLR CoCo ‘.
Portlaoise % -

S

B Chilciers Park &
% Woodlands, Kerry CoCo
‘_ Killarney House &
‘, Gardens, NPWS

Y-

S KGlbarry Nature Park,
%. 'Waterford City & CoCo

B Dermrynane NP,
‘ OPW
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Mini Orchard

Flowering
*  hedgerows
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Flowering margin

+ Flowers(e.g. : Low to zero
20 wildflower meadow, . ., S 4 pesticide inputs

Pollinator-friendly trees

Mini Orchard




Partnership Framework for Councils/Local Authorities

All-Ireland
Pollinator Plan

Launched in February 2019 to better support and promote the
work being undertaken by local authorities.

In becoming an All-Ireland Pollinator Plan Partner,
your Council/Local Authority agrees:

* That your Council/Local Authority supports the ethos of the
All-Ireland Pollinator Plan and will consider the Plan in their policies,
plans, and management decisions where possible.

* To consider the evidence-based actions in the guideline document
Councils: Actions to help Pollinators, and to carry out one
pollinator-friendly action in the first year of signing up and
plan to carry out at least three more within the following five

years. The guideline document lists 30 possible actions, many of
which are low cost or cost-neutral.

* To update the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan Team (within the National
Biodiversity Data Centre) on the positive pollinator actions you have
planned, implemented or maintained at the end of each year, when
contacted, to help us promote your work.
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All-Ireland Thank You
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Email: jbrowne@biodiversityireland.ie

www.pollinators.ie

Sincere thanks to Carlow County Council
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