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Ireland has ~31,500 species living within 117 habitats

BIODIVERSITY LOSS IS A 
HUGE PROBLEM



Identify simple vehicles that can be used to sell a 
biodiversity message to a very wide audience

✓ Pollinators are an element of biodiversity that people understand & relate to

✓ Can be communicated as a clean & simple message

✓ Changes can be easily monitored

✓ Protecting pollinators has knock-on benefits for biodiversity generally



Ireland has 99 bee species 

1 77

Honeybee Bumblebees Solitary bees

WILD POLLINATORS

Dara Stanley

One third of our 98 wild bee 
species are threatened with 

extinction from Ireland

21

Abundance of common 
bumblebees has declined 

since 2012

The plight of pollinators is typical of many components of our biodiversity

Rare species are disappearing through loss of semi-natural habitats & 
common species are declining in abundance as a consequence of how we 

manage the rest of the landscape

Bumblebee Monitoring Scheme



If there is a problem what do 
you do?

1. Decide if it’s important
2. Critically assess the problem and how serious it is
3. Identify the causes 
4. Collectively agree a positive framework to address the problem
5. Identify evidence-based actions to help
6. Communicate these properly
7. Develop a partnership driven approach where possible
8. Track progress – is it working?

www.pollinators.ie

http://www.pollinators.ie/
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If you want to help implement the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 
it is important to think about how your site can provide 

food, shelter & safety

✓In doing this you help protect biodiversity generally

Be very clear on what you are asking people to do



✓ Actions are all evidence-based
✓ Relevant sectors feed into development
✓ Communication is tailored each time

✓ Pollinator friendly actions, each 
very clearly explained

✓ Lots of options
✓ All actions are pragmatic & low cost

www.pollinators.ie

Solutions should be evidence-based and carefully tailored to the target audience

Use existing networks/partnerships to encourage implementation and roll out
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ALL-IRELAND POLLINATOR PLAN KEY SUCCESSES: 2015-2020

Evidence-based 
toolkits by sector

55% of Councils have 
become partners

162 local communities 
have become 

pollinator-friendly

Reached all 3,200 
primary schools in RoI

Business supporters 
continue to increase

Parks become 
pollinator friendly 

through Green Flag 
award

81 actions have been delivered



1,600+ sites logged 
as pollinator-friendly

Farmland EIP project 
2019-2023

Irish Pollinator Research
Network established 

2017

Regarded as a 
success story 

internationally
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Showcases a small fraction of the thousands 
of people who have made the AIPP a reality

Also published a AIPP 2015-2020: Final Review document

https://pollinators.ie/working-together-for-biodiversity
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All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2021-2025

✓ Wanted it to be more ambitious, yet remain realistic

✓ Critically reviewed successes and failures and built upon 
these for the next five years

Objective 1: Making farmland pollinator friendly
Objective 2: Making public land pollinator friendly
Objective 3: Making private land pollinator friendly
Objective 4: All-Ireland Honeybee Strategy
Objective 5: Conserving rare pollinators
Objective 6: Strategic coordination of the Plan

✓186 actions

✓ Responsibility shared out between the partners

Implementation is coordinated by the 
National Biodiversity Data Centre



New ideas for 
2021-2025

To build on the first phase and 
encourage more land to be 

managed for pollinators and 
biodiversity



PARTNERS WHO WILL DELIVER THE CORE ACTIONS:
✓ National Biodiversity Data Centre
✓ Heritage and Biodiversity Officer network
✓ An Taisce
✓ Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII)
✓ Department for Infrastructure NI 
✓ Iarnród Éireann
✓ Translink
✓ Waterways Ireland
✓ Green-Schools
✓ Eco-Schools 
✓ Green-Campus
✓ BirdWatch Ireland
✓ Bord na Móna (BnM)
✓ Coillte
✓ Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
✓ Electricity Supply Board (ESB)
✓ Gas Networks Ireland
✓ Irish Water
✓ National Trust 
✓ Northern Ireland Water
✓ National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS)
✓ Office of Public Works (OPW)
✓ The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

(RSPB NI)
✓ The Courts Service of Ireland 
✓ Tidy Towns Unit
✓ Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful
✓ Irish Wildlife Trust (IWT)
✓ ChangeX
✓ NIEA
✓ NPWS
✓ CEDaR

10 Targets, 57 actions

Thanks to the National 
Parks and Wildlife 
Service for funding



Provide you with better and more technical advice

What is the best grass cutting regime to balance biodiversity and ease of 
maintenance?

What are the best pesticide alternatives?

I need planting regimes in the right format

If you have issues you want the AIPP to address – please put them into 
the chat today or email pollinators@biodiversityireland.ie

mailto:pollinators@biodiversityireland.ie


Better share the positive stories across the sector

https://pollinators.ie/ideas-hub
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Develop more resources 

If you have ideas for future resources you’d like to see – please put them into the chat 
function or email pollinators@biodiversityireland.ie

✓ Greenways✓ Guidelines for health 
care sites

✓ Information boards for 
natural meadows

https://pollinators.ie/resources
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Develop a map of good semi-natural grassland sites

✓ Could potentially be used as local donor sites for brush harvesting 
wildflower seed in the future



Identify a pollinator trail

Establish a ‘Pollinator Trail’ to celebrate excellent examples of restored 
pollinator habitat across the island



Better explain the wider benefits of pollinator actions

Particularly to climate and to health and well-being



Identify sites that have decided to go pesticide free

https://pollinators.ie/pesticide-free-places

https://pollinators.ie/pesticide-free-places


Track progress in the creation of pollinator-friendly habitat 

‘Actions for Pollinators’ 
Provides recognition and also facilitates local coordination

pollinators.biodiversityireland.ie
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https://maps.biodiversityireland.ie

✓ See maps of species
✓ Download datasets for use
✓ See what occurs in your area

Collect more biodiversity data 

https://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/


https://records.biodiversityireland.ie

Submit records

https://records.biodiversityireland.ie/


Monitor biodiversity on Council sites

https://pollinators.ie/record-
pollinators/fit-count

https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/projects/monitoring-scheme-initiatives

https://pollinators.ie/record-pollinators/fit-count
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Lots of small actions, 
taken together, can begin 

to solve big problems

Thanks to all our Council 
partners for your support of 

the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan



Thanks to Carlow County Council for 
hosting this knowledge exchange event



pollinators@biodiversityireland.ie
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THANK YOU
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