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Most bumblebee queens emerge from hibernation in early spring. Some species
are associated with grassland floras and don’t emerge from hibernation until

early summer when these resources are most likely to be available.

queen goes into
hibernation until the
following spring

Mated new
queen forages
to build up reserves
before hibernation.
Workers, males and
old queen die

queens and
males leave the
nest to find
mates
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Queen
emerges from
hibernation

In mid-late
summer the queen
lays unfertilised eggs

which will become males,

and more fertilised eggs
which will become new
queens
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Pollinator Plan

Forages
on flowers
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nest site

Prepares a
pollen loaf and a
nectar pot and starts
laying eggs fertilised

previous year

Female workers
emerge and take over
nest duties. Their main jobis
to collect pollen to bring back
to feed the developing larvae.
The queen remains in the
nest laying eggs
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