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Calling all Faith Communities to help save our Bees!

Date: 16/08/2018

Faith Communities across the island are being called on to take actions to help save our bees. Faith
Communities often own large areas of land and can lead the way in managing our landscape to better
support and enhance all nature and creation.

The non-denominational guidelines, launched today, suggest 24 practical actions that any Faith
Community can take. They are based on scientific research and are the measures that are most likely
to benefit Irish pollinators. Some of the actions include: ® mowing areas of grass using a pollinator-
friendly regime e installing a bee hotel e raising awareness in your faith community e organising a
congregation action day e planting pollinator friendly bulbs, trees, shrubs and flower beds and
reducing the use of pesticides.

The importance of bees and pollinators

Pollinators, especially bees, make up an important part of Ireland’s biodiversity. Unfortunately, Irish
pollinators are in decline, with one third of our 99 bee species threatened with extinction. Without
pollinators it would be impossible for farmers or gardeners to affordably produce many of the fruits
and vegetables we need for a healthy diet. Pollinators are also vital for a healthy environment and
landscape.

Bees are reliant on pollen and nectar for food, with hunger being one of the biggest causes of decline.
“If you’re a pollinator, finding enough food is the greatest challenge you face.” said Dr Una FitzPatrick
from the National Biodiversity Data Centre, who is responsible for coordinating the All-Ireland
Pollinator Plan. She added “ground around Centres of Worship, presbyteries, convents, graveyards as
well as gardens of those in the congregation can play a crucial role if they are managed as safe places
where our wild bees and other insects can find food and shelter.”



“The All-Ireland Pollinator Plan is a call to action to all of us. Yes, bees are declining, but we know
exactly what we need to do to reverse these declines, and the actions needed are very doable and will
show results almost immediately. In the coming years, we are looking forward to working with Faith
Communities to make small changes on their land, which will have huge impacts for bee conservation
and biodiversity in Ireland.” Dr Fitzpatrick continued.

Care of our common home

Faith Communities have a special calling to protect nature and creation. For Roman Catholics, the
launch of these guidelines could not be timelier. Laudato Si’— on care for our common home, published
by Pope Francis in 2015, emphasises that this planet is a home that we share with all other creatures.
It calls us to ‘hear both the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor’. Laudato Si states that ‘Nature
cannot be regarded as something separate from ourselves or as a mere setting in which we live. We
are part of nature, included in it and thus in constant interaction with it." It asks all of us to make an
ecological conversion both at a personal and at a social and community level to protect the whole of
creation. The All-Ireland Pollinator Plan offers a practical and realistic way in which faith communities
can embrace the ethos of Laudato Si’.

“As religious people, our faith should encourage us to get to know the natural world more thoroughly,
understand what is threatening biodiversity more fully and do all we can to create a friendly world for
every creature. The suggestions in this Guide are excellent and, if implemented, will help save
biodiversity and our pollinators as well” said Fr. Sedn McDonagh of the Columban Ecological Institute.

All-Ireland Pollinator Plan

In September 2015, Ireland joined a small number of countries who have developed a strategy to
address pollinator decline and protect pollination services. More than 80 governmental and non-
governmental organisations have come together to form a shared plan of action, to help pollinators
and improve biodiversity across the island. Implementation of the Plan is coordinated by the National
Biodiversity Data Centre. It involves everyone from farmers, to councils, schools, gardeners, local
communities and businesses doing their bit. Today the Pollinator Plan is calling on Faith Communities
to play an active role.

For more information or to view the guideline document for Faith Communities, visit
www.pollinators.ie
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http://www.pollinators.ie/

Contacts:

Dr Una FitzPatrick is a Senior Ecologist with the National Biodiversity Data Centre and Project
Coordinator and Steering Group Chair for the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan. She has been working on
plants and pollinators for the last 18 years.

Tel.: +353-51-306240
Email: ufitzpatrick@biodiversityireland.ie

About the National Biodiversity Data Centre:

The National Biodiversity Data Centre, is a national organisation responsible for the collection,
collation, management, analysis and dissemination of data on Ireland's biological diversity.
Biodiversity data are a key requirement for understanding our natural surroundings, for tracking
change in our environment and for gaining a greater insight on how we benefit from, and impact upon,
the ecosystem goods and services provided by biological diversity; a national asset which contributes
at least €2.8 billion to the Irish economy each year. The Data Centre was established by the Heritage
Council in 2007 and is funded by the Heritage Council and the Department of Culture, Heritage and
the Gaeltacht.
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