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How to win the Tidy Towns Special Pollinator Award: Case study 
of the 2016 national champions (small town/village category) 
 

Case study # 3: “Birr Tidy Towns Pollinator Plan” 

Group: Birr Tidy Towns 

Sector: Local Communities  

County: Offaly 
 

Introduction 
 

 It’s hard to imagine any one town taking more pollinator friendly actions than the winners of the 2016 Tidy Towns 

Special Pollinator Award - Birr Tidy Towns. This Tidy Towns group facilitated over a dozen pollinator friendly actions 

from the Pollinator Plan’s guideline document, “Local 

Communities: Actions to help pollinators.” Here are just 

a small selection of the pollinator friendly actions taken 

by Birr Tidy Towns: grass was allowed to grow long in 

some areas, providing wildflowers for pollinators to 

feed on and nesting habitats for bees. Stunning urban 

beds with pollinator friendly annuals and perennials 

were planted at the entrance to the Mill Island Park. 

Nesting habitats were provided in the town for all types 

of Irish bees, including bumblebees and ground/cavity 

nesting solitary bees. Roundabouts were transformed 

into pollinator havens. And to inform the public of the 

pollinator friendly actions being taken, beautiful 

handmade signs were posted all around the town.  

 

 

Perhaps the most impressive aspect of the efforts of the Birr Tidy Towns group was their concern for allowing native 

wildflowers to grow in the community. Some of the plants that we often think of as weeds, such as clovers, dandelions, 

and the flowers that bloom in wild areas of our towns 

and villages, actually provide essential resources for 

pollinators. These native Irish wildflowers that grow in 

longer grass or less manicured areas are the best food 

we can provide our pollinators. Birr Tidy Towns took 

several steps to allow native wildflowers back into 

their local community. Even more impressive was how 

they managed to do this while maintaining a beautiful 

town that residents are proud of. They allowed strips 

of un-mown grass to grow along the river in two parks 

as cover for invertebrates and to allow wildflowers to 

bloom and seed. The group also planted a native 

hawthorn tree at the end of their Riverside walk, and 

encouraged the local leisure centre to install a native hedge. They left a derelict site beside Costcutters shop unsprayed 

so the wildflowers growing there remained a haven for pollinators. The litter in this area was cleared, but the group 

let the flowers bloom in order to provide pollinators with more food. Finally, beautiful signs were installed so that the 

public would know that these areas had not been abandoned, but instead were providing a resource for wildlife.  

Pollinator friendly ornamental planting in Birr town 

Longer grass allowing wildflowers to bloom 
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Birr Tidy Towns demonstrated how many small changes in the ways we manage the land 

in our local communities can have a big impact for pollinators. If you want advice for how 

to make your local community a better place for pollinators, download “Local 

Communities: Actions to help pollinators” from our website 

(www.biodiversityireland.ie/pollinator-plan).  

 

 

Funding for the 2016 Tidy Towns Special Pollinator Award was provided by the Heritage 

Officers & Biodiversity Officers of Local Authorities across Ireland.  

http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/pollinator-plan

